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The purpose of this assignment is to help you prepare for your research assignment by identifying the main concepts in your research topic and finding relevant and credible sources that will help you analyze your topic. 

Assignment addresses ISL0 criteria
· Effectively locate and access information in numerous formats using a variety of appropriate search tools. 
· Evaluate the relevance, quality, and credibility of a wide variety of information sources using critical thinking and problem solving skills. 
· Use information ethically and legally.
Instructions:
· Write 2-3 sentences describing your topic and identifying the key concepts in your research topic. What are you trying to explore? What types of information sources would be helpful to explore your topics? Examples might include: journal articles, film reviews, newspaper articles, books, interviews,  etc.  (ACRL Frame: Research is Inquiry)
· Select three of the most useful sources you have found to support your topic. Examples include:
· print or electronic books/book chapters
· scholarly articles 
· authoritative websites or news articles
· interviews or survey results
· List annotations for each of the three sources in an alphabetical order. Create annotations to include: 
· Citation for each source using either APA or MLA style formatting.  (ACRL Frame: Information Has Value)
· 1-3 sentences explaining how you found your source (article, interview, etc.). What words, vocabulary, keywords, or search terms were useful? What was the best combination of words? Why did you choose those words?  Where did you search for your source (OneSearch, other library databases, Google, etc.)? Why? Did a librarian help you? (ACRL Frame: Searching as Strategic Exploration)
· 2-3 sentences evaluating the author(s) and publisher. Who is the author(s)? What are their credentials as experts on their subject? Are they affiliated with a university or college? What are their degrees? Have they published other articles or books on this topic? Hint: do a web search for your author to find out more about them.  Who is the publisher?  What are their credentials?  Do they have a bias or agenda in publishing the information? (ACRL Frame: Authority Is Constructed and Contextual)
· 2-3 sentences describing the kind/type of information source. Is it research-based? Scholarly or popular? Criticism or reviews? Newspaper articles, interviews? Is it based on fact or opinion? Does it refer to or draw on other sources? (ACRL Frame: Scholarship as Conversation)
· 2-3 sentences describing the relevance of the source to your research. How will you use it in your paper? How is it valuable to support your topic? Is the information in this source general (like for background information) or specific, and how can you tell?  How does this source differ from the others you chose?  What perspectives or aspects of the topic does this source represent?  (ACRL Frame: Scholarship as Conversation)

· 2-3 sentences reflecting on the biases or privileges that you might perceive in the source. Do you feel that your voice is represented? Who is missing in this conversation? Will this affect how you are going to use it in your paper? (ACRL Frames: Information Has Value; Authority Is Constructed and Contextual)

· Write 3-4 sentences after your annotations for the three resources reflecting on your overall research experience. Use the following questions to guide your self-reflection. (Metacognitive engagement with the information ecosystem. Not addressed in any particular frame but important element of the Framework mentioned in Introduction, paragraph 4)
· How did you feel about your search practice? 
· Was there anything new you discovered that helped you improve your search or modify/refine your topic? 
· What part during the research process did you find most difficult? What was most challenging? How did you work through it?
· Has this assignment helped you prepare to write your research paper? Please explain why or why not.

