                                                                  Skyline College
Official Course Outline (template for core English courses)
 


How to begin:
(1) Start with this template and build on it.  In other words, use this template as your “base.” 
(2) Access the current course outline for your target course on Curricunet:
 
 
(a) Go to: http://www.curricunet.com/SMCCCD/ 
 
 
(b) In the left-side menu, under the “Search” section, click “Course.”  
 
 
(c) When the “Course Search” window appears, click on the drop-down 
                             menu next to “Discipline” and select ENGL.
 

(d) In the next box down, enter the 3-digit course number.  i.e. 100 and click “OK”
 

(e) All courses with that course name/number in our district will appear; 
 

      choose the one that says *active* (in red) for Skyline College.

(3) Add in the elements from the course outline and that are generated in your group discussion that capture the unique particulars for your course.
(4) Any additions/revisions that your group feels should be made not just for your particular course outline, but should be added to ALL core English courses (i.e. metacognition), please make a separate note, and we can discuss how to incorporate these revisions into the template itself, so the change is applied to all the Core English courses.
(5) Please highlight in yellow all the areas you added or revised that are different from the template, so we can easily see and comment on the changes in our May 4th English meeting.  Here is an example of how this was done for the English 846 revision: http://accounts.smccd.edu/bellr/Eng846revisedApril2018.doc 


1.     COURSE ID: ENGL (enter course number)      TITLE: (enter title i.e. Composition)       
Units: (enter correct units 3.0 or 5.0)  
Hours/Semester:  48.0-54.0 Lecture hours and 96.0-108.0 Homework hours (replace with correct hours)  
Method of Grading: Letter Grade Only (confirm grading options)
Prerequisite: (See course catalog)

2.     COURSE DESIGNATION:
Transfer credit: (See course catalog)
AA/AS Degree Requirements: (See course catalog)
 

3.     COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:
Catalog Description: (enter correct description)

4.     STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs):
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
A. ESSAYS: Write focused, organized, well-developed, and text-based essays appropriate 
     to (insert one: the basic skills level, the developmental level, college transfer level or 
     advanced composition level) using effective paragraphs, which support a clear thesis     
     statement, and demonstrate competence in standard English grammar and usage.
                 B. CRITICAL ANALYSIS: Demonstrate critical reading, writing, and thinking skills ​
                      appropriate to (insert one: the basic skills level, the developmental level, college transfer 
                      level or advanced composition level) through analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of 
                      important ideas from a variety of college level texts.
                 C. INFORMATION LITERACY: Use research strategies ​appropriate to (insert one: the basic 
                      skills level, the developmental level, college transfer level or advanced composition 
                      level) to effectively evaluate and fluidly integrate credible and relevant sources and cite 
                      them according to MLA guidelines.

5.     SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:
Upon successful completion of this course, a student will be able to:

 
 A. Create text-based essays that engage with and analyze the ideas of authors and experts. 
 
 B. Implement various stages of the writing process such as brainstorming, freewriting, 
                 mapping, outlining, drafting, revising, and editing.
 
 C. Structure essays by establishing a clear thesis and organizing coherent paragraphs which 
                  use relevant and effective evidence and analysis to prove and illustrate claims. 
             D. Create clear, complex and focused sentences.
 
 E. Use reading strategies to analyze, interpret, and evaluate a range of college level texts. 
 
 F. Analyze the structure and merit of arguments i.e effective use of supporting evidence, 
                  sound and reasonable logic, differentiating fact from opinion, detecting bias.
 
 G. Conduct research (for English 100/105: in conjunction with the required librarian-facilitated 
                  information literacy workshops) to effectively support arguments. 
 
 H. Evaluate the relevance, quality, authoritativeness and credibility of sources, including books, 
                 journals, news media, and websites.
 
 I. Employ academic integrity, avoid plagiarism, and properly cite quotes and paraphrases.

6.     COURSE CONTENT:
Lecture Content:

           A. Affective Domain:
 
                 1)  Through class design, create and foster a sense of community and support in 
                                   the classroom.
                             2)   Present lessons and use teaching approaches that address different styles of 
                                    learners (visual, aural, verbal, physical) and different levels of preparedness.  
                             3)   Connect class readings, content and skills to student interest and real-life 
                                    applications.
                             4)   Breakdown and model how to perform a new or challenging task or skill 
                                    emphasizing the benefits of persistence in the face of overcoming challenges 
                                    and setbacks.
                             5)   Create opportunities for students to share their viewpoints and questions, 
                                    lead discussion, work collaboratively, and gain more confidence and agency in 
                                    their learning.
                             6)   Design course materials and content that makes students feel respected, 
                                    supported, and valued.
 

B. Critical reading and critical thinking: 
1)   Conduct analytical student-centered discussion of readings to enhance a more 
      comprehensive, critical examination of a given issue.                                                     2)   Read texts which reflect cultural, gender, and ideological diversities.

               
      3)   Distinguish between fact vs. opinion and varying assumptions presented.

                             4)   Identify main idea, and point of view, and evaluate the veracity of examples.
5)   Practice self-reflection and foster critical awareness of student thinking and 
      learning.
C. Writing:
     1)   Use effective prewriting strategies: freewriting, brainstorming, outlining, etc.

     2)   Create argumentative/analytical thesis statements.
     3)   Create a variety of effective introductions and conclusions.
     4)   Develop coherent body paragraphs with strong topic sentences, transitions, 
           evidence and analysis (e.g. PIE paragraph structure).
     5)  Craft grammatically correct and syntactically sound sentences. 
                   
D. Revising and Editing:
1)  Conduct peer review and workshops of written work.
2)  Complete self-evaluation of written work.
 

      3)  Rewrite, polish essays to final draft.
 
E. Research: 

                       1)  Write papers utilizing research effectively.

                       2) Locate and assess relevant and credible sources.

                             3)  Analyze, synthesize and integrate sources in support of the writer’s own point of 
                                 view into a unified argument.

                             4)  Use established academic documentation style MLA.
7.     REPRESENTATIVE METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:
Typical methods of instruction may include: (In CurricuNET, these are checkboxes)
A. Lecture
B. Essay Writing
C. Research
D. Discussion
E. Field Trips
F. Observation and Demonstration
8.     REPRESENTATIVE ASSIGNMENTS
Writing Assignments Must Include:

Click on the link below and cut and paste the writing requirements from the target course: http://accounts.smccd.edu/bellr/PageRequirementsRev.doc 

Writing Assignments Can Include:

 
• Collaborative projects including presentations related to the course content (3-10 pages)

• Weekly written responses, such as reflective journals that raise or address questions on course      content, including the readings, short videos, feature-length films, lectures, etc. (1-2 pages per assignment).

• In-class writing and timed formal expository writing based on students' responses to the texts. (One per week, length ranging from one paragraph to several pages).

• Quizzes or exams that demonstrate comprehension or allow students to explore their own interpretations of the texts (One to 10 times a semester).

Reading Assignments Must Include:

Click on the link below and cut and paste the reading requirements from the target course: http://accounts.smccd.edu/bellr/PageRequirementsRev.doc 

9.     REPRESENTATIVE METHODS OF EVALUATION
Representative methods of evaluation may include: (NOTE: This list is also from a series of Checkboxes: When entering in Curricunet check all that apply):
A.   Class Participation
B.   Class Work
C.   Exams/Tests
D.   Field Trips
E.   Group Projects
F.    Homework
G.   Oral Presentation
H.   Papers
I.    Portfolios
J.    Projects
K.   Quizzes
L.    Research Projects
M.  Written examination

10.  REPRESENTATIVE TEXT(S):

Must include:
A rhetoric must be included to provide targeted writing and reading instruction and models.  
The English Department Rhetoric What, Why and How can be used at all levels (free online): http://accounts.smccd.edu/skyenglish/

Possible textbooks could include:

Revision groups, here are steps to complete this section:

(1) For Engl 828, 846, 100/105, 165, create two categories for the books: 

 
Non-Fiction Texts:
 
Anthologies:
 
      For Engl 110, create four categories:


Poetry:
 
Short stories:

Drama (plays):
 
Novels:

(2) Consult the current course booklist: http://accounts.smccd.edu/bellr/CoreEnglishBooklists.doc 

(3) Narrow down and select 10-15 representative texts distributed between the categories.  Books not on the booklist can be added, there can be no duplication of books between the English levels, and if the text is older than 7 years, you will have to enter a justification. 

(4) Use MLA citation formatting to list the books: 
The updated MLA citation guidelines: http://accounts.smccd.edu/skyenglish/rhetoric.pdf#page=179   



 

Origination Date: (enter month and year)
Curriculum Committee Approval Date: (enter proper date)
Effective Term: (enter semester and year)
Course Originator: (enter name)
 

