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1.     COURSE ID: ENGL 165      TITLE: Composition, Argument and Critical Thinking        

C-ID: ENGL 105      

 
Units: 3.0 units  
 
Hours/Semester:  48.0-54.0 Lecture hours and 96.0-108.0 Homework hours
 
Method of Grading: Letter Grade Only
 
Prerequisite: ENGL 100, or ENGL 105 or equivalent. 


2.     COURSE DESIGNATION:
 
Degree Credit
 
Transfer credit: 
 
AA: GE: 9A3: Critical Thinking
 
CSU: Area A: A3 – Critical Thinking
 
IGETC: Area 1: 1B – Critical Thinking 
 

3.     COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:
Catalog Description: Through investigative learning in conjunction with nonfiction prose, students will explore multiple points of view of controversial issues, using critical thinking, reading, and writing skills to discuss and manipulate ideas in a progression of argumentative essays more advanced than English 100/105. 

4.     STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs):
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. ESSAYS: Write focused, organized, well-developed, and text-based essays appropriate 
     to advanced composition level using effective paragraphs, which support a clear thesis     
     statement, and demonstrate competence in Standard English grammar and usage.

                 B. CRITICAL ANALYSIS: Demonstrate critical reading, writing, and thinking skills ​
                      appropriate to the advanced composition level through analysis, synthesis, and 
 
          evaluation of important ideas from a variety of college level texts.

                 C. INFORMATION LITERACY: Use research strategies appropriate to the advanced 
 
          composition level to effectively evaluate and integrate credible and 
 
          relevant sources and cite them according to MLA guidelines.

5.     SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:
Upon successful completion of this course, a student will be able to:
1. Compose thesis-driven, text-based arguments, including interpretation, evaluation, and analysis, and support them with a variety of appropriate textual evidence and examples.
2. Analyze and employ in thinking, reading and writing, rhetorical strategies such as inductive and deductive reasoning, cause and effect, Rogerian and Toulmin rhetorical approaches as well as distinguish between and use logos, ethos, and pathos.
3. Critically read, analyze, compare, and evaluate complex, non-fiction texts engaging with the ideas of its authors and experts.
4. Implement various stages of the writing process such as brainstorming, freewriting, mapping, outlining, drafting, revising, and editing.
5. Recognize bias in reading, writing and thought.
6. Recognize formal and informal fallacies in reading, writing and thought.
7. Identify premises and assumptions in various social, historical, cultural, psychological, and aesthetic contexts.
8. Find, analyze, interpret, and evaluate primary and secondary sources, incorporating them into written essays.
9. Employ academic integrity, avoid plagiarism, and properly cite quotes and paraphrases using MLA documentation.
10. Use style, diction, and tone appropriate to the academic community and to the specific writing task.

11. Proofread and edit essays so they exhibit correct English grammar, usage, and punctuation.

6.    COURSE CONTENT:
Lecture Content
   1. Affective Domain:
 
                 1)  Through class design, create and foster a sense of community and support in 
                                   the classroom.
                             2)   Present lessons and use teaching approaches that address different styles of 
                                    learners (visual, aural, verbal, physical) and different levels of preparedness.  
                             3)   Connect class readings, content and skills to student interest and real-life 
                                    applications.
                             4)   Breakdown and model how to perform a new or challenging task or skill 
                                    emphasizing the benefits of persistence in the face of overcoming challenges 
                                    and setbacks.
                             5)   Create opportunities for students to share their viewpoints and questions, 
                                    lead discussion, work collaboratively, and gain more confidence and agency in 
                                    their learning.
                             6)   Design course materials and content that makes students feel respected, 
                                    supported, and valued.

   2. Critical Thinking Skills:
A. Identify and distinguish between premises and conclusions.

B. Understand the opponent’s role in argument.

C. Understand the different argument structures such as Rogerian, and Toulmin models.  

D. In deductive reasoning, evaluate valid verses sound arguments. 

E. In inductive reasoning, evaluate and use credible evidence 

F. Evaluate the accuracy of studies and polls.

G. Evaluate expertise of authors, their claims and their biases.
H. Identify logical fallacies and errors in reasoning.
I. Distinguish between taste and judgement, fact and opinion

J. Address philosophical questions of morality and meaning.

  3. Advanced Reading Skills: 

A. Use critical thinking skills in reading.

B. Utilize primarily non-fiction and include two books, published by established trade or independent or academic presses. Other readings can include critical thinking textbooks, articles from nationally recognized academic journals and magazines, newspapers, philosophy, visual texts and a small portion of fiction.

C. Use a variety of primary sources to encourage independent analysis. 
D. Reflect current concerns in readings. Topics can include diversity (cultural, racial, gender, and ideological) and issues facing government, global issues, freedom, justice, equality, class, the environment, faith, education. 
E. Use notetaking techniques, such as metacognitive reading logs, to record ideas.

  4. Advanced Writing Skills:

A. Use critical thinking skills in writing. 
B. Research using credible and appropriate sources in arguments. This includes locating and assessing the expertise of specialists in the field. Sources must include primary sources, academic essays and studies.
C. Scaffold essays (freewrite, mapping, outlining, drafting).

D. Create theses that address arguments.
E. Build paragraphs with relevant analysis and evidence to support a thesis .
F. Evaluate one’s own argument for fallacies and misinterpretations of information.

   5. Research: 
                       1)  Use research to support and refute more advanced arguments.
                       2)  Locate and assess relevant and credible sources and statistics written and 
                            compiled by experts and specialists. This includes primary sources, academic 
                            essays and studies and government websites.
                       3)  Analyze, synthesize and integrate sources in support of the writer’s own point of 
                             view into a unified argument.
                       4)  Use established academic documentation style (i.e. MLA).
    6.  Revising and Editing:
A. Conduct peer review and workshops of written work.
B. Complete self-evaluation of written work.
C. Rewrite, polish essays to final draft.
7.     REPRESENTATIVE METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:
Typical methods of instruction may include: 
A. Lecture
B. Essay Writing
C. Research
D. Discussion
E. Field Trips
F. Observation and Demonstration
8.     REPRESENTATIVE ASSIGNMENTS
Writing Assignments Must Include;
· 4 to 6 formal text-based essays focused around a thesis statement, organized logically and coherently, developed with specific evidence and analysis, and proofread/edited on the sentence and formatting levels.
· The majority of non-timed writing should effectively incorporate outside research.

· Number of formal typed pages per semester: 24 to 28 pages (6000-7000 words)—15-20% of the formal pages should be timed writing.  

· Apart from formal writing, less formal writing should be assigned i.e drafts, reading journals, freewriting, discussion posts, etc.
Writing Assignments Can Include:  
· Collaborative projects including presentations related to the course content (3-10 pages).
· Weekly written responses, such as reflective journals that address questions on course  content, including the readings, short videos, feature-length films, lectures, etc. (1-2 pages per assignment).
·  In-class writing and timed formal expository writing based on students' responses to the texts. (One per week, length ranging from one paragraph to several pages).

· Quizzes or exams that demonstrate comprehension or allow students to explore their own interpretations of the texts (One to 10 times a semester).



Reading Assignments should be principally non-fiction and must include:

· Level-appropriate academic reading that totals 500 to 600 pages outside of the writing/reading instruction. 
· A minimum of two full-length books (64 pages or more).  
· Readings must be assigned in addition to the full-length texts, and could include other full-length texts, anthologies/collections of readings, multimedia fiction, creative non-fiction, graphic texts, academic journals, etc.  
· Rhetoric is required. The English Department Rhetoric What, Why and How is free and available online. http://accounts.smccd.edu/skyenglish/

9.     REPRESENTATIVE METHODS OF EVALUATION
Representative methods of evaluation may include:
A.   Class Participation
B.   Class Work
C.   Exams/Tests
D.   Field Trips
E.   Group Projects
F.    Homework
G.   Oral Presentation
H.   Papers
I.    Portfolios
J.    Projects
K.   Quizzes
L.    Research Projects
M.  Written examination

10.  REPRESENTATIVE TEXT(S):
Rhetoric:

What, Why and How. Skyline College. http://accounts.smccd.edu/skyenglish/
Critical Thinking Texts:

Barnet, Sylvan and Hugo Bedau. From Critical Thinking to Argument: A Portable Guide. Bedford/St. Martins. 2014.

Cooper, Sheila and Rosemary Patton. Writing Logically, Thinking Critically, 8th ed. Pearson 2014

Non-Fiction Texts: 

Kolbert, Elizabeth. The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History. Picador. 2015

Lanier, Jaron. Who Owns the Future? Simon and Shuster. 2014.

O’Neil, Cathy. Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy. Broadway Books. 2017
Sandel, Michael. Justice: What is the Right Thing to Do? Farrar, Strauss and Giroux. 2010


Sarte, Jean Paul. Colonialism and Neocolonialism. Routledge. 2006


Shipler David K. Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty in Modern America. Knopf . 2012


Sobel, Dava. Longitude.  Bloomsbury. 2007

Spiegelman, Art, Maus I and II. Pantheon. 1996

Vile, John. Essential Supreme Court Decisions: Summaries of Leading Cases in U.S. 
Constitutional Law, 6/e Rowman & Littlefield, 2014


Wilson, Edward O. On Human Nature. Harvard University Press 2004
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