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1.     COURSE ID: ENGL 165      TITLE: Critical Thinking and Advanced Composition      
         
C-ID: ENGL 105      

 
Units: 3.0 units  
 
Hours/Semester:  48.0-54.0 Lecture hours and 96.0-108.0 Homework hours
 
Method of Grading: Letter Grade Only
 
Prerequisite: ENGL 100, or ENGL 105 or equivalent. 


2.     COURSE DESIGNATION:
 
Degree Credit
 
Transfer credit: 
 
AA: GE: 9A3: Critical Thinking
 
CSU: Area A: A3 – Critical Thinking
 
IGETC: Area 1: 1B – Critical Thinking 
 

3.     COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:
Catalog Description: Through investigative learning in conjunction with nonfiction prose, students will explore multiple points of view of controversial issues, using critical thinking, reading, and writing skills to discuss and manipulate ideas in a progression of argumentative essays more advanced than English 100/105. 

4.     STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs):
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
A. ESSAYS: Write focused, organized, well-developed, and text-based essays appropriate 
     to advanced composition level using effective paragraphs, which support a clear thesis     
     statement, and demonstrate competence in English grammar and usage.
                 B. CRITICAL ANALYSIS: Demonstrate critical reading, writing, and thinking skills ​
                      appropriate to the advanced composition level through analysis, synthesis, and 
 
          evaluation of important ideas from a variety of college level texts.
                 C. INFORMATION LITERACY: Use research strategies ​appropriate to the advanced 
 
          composition level to effectively evaluate and fluidly integrate credible and 
 
          relevant sources and cite them according to MLA guidelines.

5.     SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:
Upon successful completion of this course, a student will be able to:

 
 A. Create text-based essays that engage with and analyze the ideas of authors and experts. 
 
 B. Use the various stages of the writing process such as brainstorming, freewriting, 
                 mapping, outlining, drafting, revising, and editing.
 
 C. Structure essays by establishing a clear argumentative thesis and organizing coherent 
                  paragraphs which use relevant and effective evidence and analysis to prove and illustrate 
                  claims. 
             D. Develop greater sophistication in using precise diction, writing varied and complex 
                  sentences, organizing coherent paragraphs, and writing for a specific audience.
 
 E. Use reading strategies to analyze, interpret, and evaluate a range of advanced college level 
                 texts. 
 
 F. Identify and evaluate the unstated premises and hidden assumptions in public discourse 
                 including social, historical, cultural, psychological, and/or gender-based contexts from which 
                 they arise.
 
 G. Use various rhetorical patterns like inductive and deductive reasoning; and Rogerian and 
                 Toulmin approaches in order to strengthen arguments, to anticipate and refute possible 
                 objections to claims and arguments.
 
 H. Distinguish between fact, inference, and judgment, recognizing that different reasonable 
                  inferences and judgments can be derived from the same facts present in critical 
                  commentary and public discourse.
              I.  Recognize intentions, biases, assumptions, inferences, judgments, and fallacies present in 
                  a given argument.
 
 J. Conduct research to effectively support arguments. 
 
 K. Evaluate the relevance, quality, and credibility of sources, including books, 
                  journals, news media, websites and other appropriate media.
 
  L. Employ academic integrity, avoid plagiarism, and properly cite quotes and paraphrases.

6.     COURSE CONTENT:
Lecture Content:

           A. Affective Domain:
 
                 1)  Through class design, create and foster a sense of community and support in 
                                   the classroom.
                             2)   Present lessons and use teaching approaches that address different styles of 
                                    learners (visual, aural, verbal, physical) and different levels of preparedness.  
                             3)   Connect class readings, content and skills to student interest and real-life 
                                    applications.
                             4)   Breakdown and model how to perform a new or challenging task or skill 
                                    emphasizing the benefits of persistence in the face of overcoming challenges 
                                    and setbacks.
                             5)   Create opportunities for students to share their viewpoints and questions, 
                                    lead discussion, work collaboratively, and gain more confidence and agency in 
                                    their learning.
                             6)   Design course materials and content that makes students feel respected, 
                                    supported, and valued.
 

B. Critical reading and critical thinking: 
1)   Conduct analytical student-centered discussion of readings to enhance a more 
      comprehensive, critical examination of a given issue.                                                     2)   Utilize texts which reflect issues of diversity (cultural, racial, gender, and 
       ideological) and issues facing government, freedom, justice, equality, class, the 
       mind, nature, faith, education, and work.
3)   Academic texts could include: books published by trade or established 
       independent or academic presses, textbooks, primary sources, articles from 
       nationally recognized journals and magazines, newspapers, philosophy, and 
       visual texts such as videos and documentaries and photography
               
      4)   Identify and distinguish between issues, premises and conclusions.
                        5)   Understand inference.
 

      6)   Identify logical fallacies in written and non-written discourse.
 

      7)   Distinguish and evaluate oppositional arguments, concession, and refutation.
                        8)   Distinguish between taste and judgement.
                        9)   Evaluate valid verses sound arguments.
                       10)   Address moral questions.
                       11)  Evaluate expertise of authors.
                       12)  Evaluate the accuracy of studies and polls.
                       13)  Understand the role of criticism and evaluation.
                       14)   Explore syllogisms and the fundamentals of formal logic.
                       15)   Use creativity and principals of design thinking to devise or modify a solution 
                               and create imaginative prototypes. 
 

     16)   Practice self-reflection and foster critical awareness of student thinking 
                               and learning.
                 C. Writing:
                      1)  Write essays using various advanced argumentation styles (Deductive, Inductive, 
 

          Rogerian, Toulmin). 
 
                2)   Scaffold essays (freewrite, mapping, outlining, drafting, peer review and final 
                            revision).
                      3)   Create argumentative/analytical thesis statements.
                      4)   Create a variety of effective introductions and conclusions.
                      5)   Develop coherent body paragraphs with strong topic sentences, transitions, 
                             evidence and analysis (e.g. PIE paragraph structure).
                      6)   Address opponents’ concerns using concession and refutation.
                      7)   Evaluate one’s own argument for fallacies and misinterpretations of information.
                      8)   Use credible and appropriate sources in arguments.
            
    9)    Use statistics, polls and studies which have been evaluated as to source of  
 

           projected property, target population and sample size
                    10)   Craft grammatically correct and syntactically sound sentences.                                    
        
D. Revising and Editing:
                       1)  Conduct peer review and workshops of written work.
                       2)  Complete self-evaluation of written work.
                       3)  Rewrite, polish essays to final draft.
              
E. Research: 
                       1)  Use research to support and refute more advanced arguments.
                       2)  Locate and assess relevant and credible sources and statistics written and 
                            compiled by experts and specialists. This includes primary sources, academic 
                            essays and studies and government websites.
                       3)  Analyze, synthesize and integrate sources in support of the writer’s own point of 
                             view into a unified argument.
                       4)  Use established academic documentation style (i.e. MLA).
7.     REPRESENTATIVE METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:
Typical methods of instruction may include: 
A. Lecture
B. Essay Writing
C. Research
D. Discussion
E. Field Trips
F. Observation and Demonstration
8.     REPRESENTATIVE ASSIGNMENTS

WRITING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  Students must write and revise text-based essays focused around a thesis statement, organized logically and coherently, developed with specific evidence and analysis, and proofread/edited on the sentence and formatting levels:

> Number of formal essays: 4-6 essays
> Outside research: The majority of non-timed writing should require effectively incorporating research applying the skills taught by the librarians in the Informational Literacy component..
> Number of formal typed pages per semester: 24 to 28 pages (6000-7000 words)—15-20% of the formal pages should be timed writing.  
> Informal writing: Apart from formal writing, less formal writing should be assigned i.e drafts, reading journals, freewriting, discussion posts, etc.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS CAN INCLUDE:  

 
• Collaborative projects including presentations related to the course content (3-10 pages)

• Weekly written responses, such as reflective journals that raise or address questions on course      content, including the readings, short videos, feature-length films, lectures, etc. (1-2 pages per assignment).

• In-class writing and timed formal expository writing based on students' responses to the texts. (One per week, length ranging from one paragraph to several pages).

• Quizzes or exams that demonstrate comprehension or allow students to explore their own interpretations of the texts (One to 10 times a semester).


READING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  The assigned texts should be all non-fiction and include:
     
> Reading page count: Level-appropriate academic reading that totals 400 to 600 pages outside of the writing/reading instruction. 
> Full-length texts: (1) Must include a minimum of TWO full-length texts (64 pages or more).  
(2) A rhetoric/reader of writing and reading instruction is required. The Skyline English Rhetoric What, Why, and How? Mastering 15 Concepts to Become a Better Writer is free online and works for all levels of English: http://accounts.smccd.edu/skyenglish/. 
> Additional readings: Include additional works beyond the two full-lengths texts such as: other full-length texts, anthologies/collections of readings, creative non-fiction, graphic texts, song lyrics, visual objects, multimedia fiction, news media, academic journals, etc.  

9.     REPRESENTATIVE METHODS OF EVALUATION
Representative methods of evaluation may include:
A.   Class Participation
B.   Class Work
C.   Exams/Tests
D.   Field Trips
E.   Group Projects
F.    Homework
G.   Oral Presentation
H.   Papers
I.    Portfolios
J.    Projects
K.   Quizzes
L.    Research Projects
M.  Written examination

10.  REPRESENTATIVE TEXT(S):
Rhetoric:

What, Why, and How? Mastering 15 Concepts to Become a Better Writer. Skyline College. 2018.  Free online: http://accounts.smccd.edu/skyenglish/ 

(From Kathleen: I need to add more women and diversity.)

Non-Fiction Texts:

Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. The New 
 
Press. 2010


Setting Sights: Histories and Reflections on Community Armed Self-Defense, Scott Crow (Greg Christiansen asked to add this text)

Frankl, Viktor, Man’s Search for Meaning. Beacon Press. 2006

Kolbert, Elizabeth. The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History. Picador. 2015

Lanier, Jaron. Who Owns the Future? Simon and Shuster. 2014.

O’Neil, Cathy. Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens 
 
Democracy. Broadway Books. 2017
Rothstein, Richard. The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated 
 
America. Liveright. 2018 

Sandel, Michael. Justice: What is the Right Thing to Do? Farrar, Strauss and Giroux. 2010


Sarte, Jean Paul. Colonialism and Neocolonialism. Routledge. 2006


Shipler David K. Rights at Risk: The Limits of Liberty in Modern America. Knopf . 2012


Sobel, Dava. Longitude.  Bloomsbury. 2007

Spiegelman, Art, Maus I and II. Pantheon. 1996

Vile, John. Essential Supreme Court Decisions: Summaries of Leading Cases in U.S. 
 
Constitutional Law, 6/e Rowman & Littlefield, 2014


Wilson, Edward O. On Human Nature. Harvard University Press 2004


 

Critical Thinking Texts:

Barnet, Sylvan and Hugo Bedau. From Critical Thinking to Argument: A Portable Guide. Bedford/St. 
 
Martins. 2014.

Cooper, Sheila and Rosemary Patton. Writing Logically, Thinking Critically, 8th ed. Pearson 2014

Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument, with Readings by Sylva Barnet, Hugo Bedau, and John O’Hara (this was on Engl 846 and Kathleen suggested it might be better suited for English 165)

Practical Argument: A Text and an Anthology, Laurie G. Kirszner & Stephen R. Mandell (Greg Christiansen asked to add this text)
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