MEETING NOTES: Librarians & English Faculty working on Information Literacy

Friday Feb 2nd 3:30-5pm in electronic classroom in Library (2nd floor, building 5)
Meeting Organizers/Facilitators:  Eric, Kim, Rob, Rachel, Kathleen, Jim and Chris

Meeting Topic/Activity:  Revising the Information Literacy Workshops

OUTCOMES:  To have a concrete plan for revisions to the Information Literacy workshops for English 105/100 to be implemented in Fall 2018

AGENDA:
I. (30 mins)   All-group brainstorm: Likes and Suggested Improvements
                       What is working well with the workshops?  
                       What could be improved/revisited? 

Notes from the Brainstorm session:
Embedded librarian approach: the librarian works with the instructor throughout.  Works with instructor from beginning even at syllabus level.  Each instructor sets up how many times the librarian comes to visit.  Movement from learning discreet skills to habit of mind.  Starts by talking about the concept of scholarship, then moves to search strategies, later to a hands-on day when students do the research, and later to more advanced search skills and evaluating of sources, plagiarism, public domain, privacy.   The librarian comes in 15-20 minutes each time, which is less disruptive.  Builds on what they are doing in the class.  Can be very customized.   Many points of contact.  Helps students use the librarians more as resources.  In Canvas the librarian can be a co-teacher and connect with students that way.  

46 sections of English 100/105 and more English 100s, so one librarian for each class would be challenging.  We could start by piloting a few different approaches for fall.

Challenges in instructing a class of students on information literacy: different levels of familiarity exist within one class of students; some know how to research well while others have never been exposed to research.  

Presentation of informational literacy good but would be good in incorporate a lot of student collaboration in each workshop allowing the stronger students to help the weaker ones.  Students can be grouped in pairs or threes solving problems, even competing.

We can pilot different approaches, but we need to be able to monitor that each student completes the work.

Annotated bibliography as part of final research paper would ensure all students have the same outcome and tangible end product.  Can create the annotated Bibliography as an assignment in Canvas as part of the learning commons.

Instructors could make part of the assignment to have them come and show their sources to a librarian and get credit. This has student getting familiar with the librarians with a higher chance of them returning. 

Librarians are now being scheduled into the TLC so we can have students set up meetings with them there as well.

Could incorporate a “debate” rather than rules: plagiarism, primary sources versus secondary, let students get involved.  


II. (30 mins)  In small groups: make concrete plans for revisions/workshop structuring

III. (30 mins) Share out with the whole group and narrow down the Fall 2018 
                        implementation plan.

Share out notes:

GROUP 1: 

Embedded model: 
At the beginning of the semester, the librarian takes 2 minutes to say hello and get introduced.  Then the librarians comes for a minimum of four 15-20 minutes sessions over the semester:
(1) WARM-UP: Discussion of scholarship: purpose, plagiarism, what is research?  How do you add your voice?  Going beyond the “format” and finding value in different packages i.e. blogs, tweets, etc.  New framework is to develop habits of mind and a “healthy” suspicion.  
(2) HOW TO SEARCH: students need to be in front of computers for this session.  
(3) HOW TO EVALUATE
(4) HOW TO INCPORPORATE

All lead to a final product like an annotating bibliography.

Flipped instruction is another model we could pilot.

Add in touring, mixing things up, having them walk about the library—small group tours, also have them move about the classroom as they work.


GROUP 2:

The library could provide a “Deli Menu” of different models: instructors choose what to include and when (i.e. suing Google, primary and secondary sources).  Build towards annotated bibliography.  Add elements on Canvas we can all use and incorporate.  Each teacher can choose from a list to customize…smaller modules to plug in when it makes sense  Customization within a structure.

GROUP 3:

Also a menu of choices.  Clarify what information literacy means.  Have a card or bookmark that lists the sources or key information.  More interactive groupwork.  Shorter discreet lessons focused on a particular skill.  



Those who are interesting in using the embedded model this semester (spring 2018): Lucia, John Jarrod



