     Current Writing and Reading Requirements with Suggested Revisions

Advice from Mary:
Good morning all—
Thanks for doing the research on the actual writing requirements for our courses.  With students being required to produce fewer pages, I think that there will be the possibility that you and your students will have the opportunity to produce higher quality written drafts as a result of having more time for drafting and thoughtful revision.
 
A few thoughts:
I encourage you to be bold and really change the upper recommended limit.  The student who writes 8000 words for a class is writing 33% more than the student who writes 6000 words.  That student is having an experience that is about production of text verses refinement of text.  A range of 6-7000 words is more likely to encourage faculty to change assignments and pedagogy.  This reduces a 33% difference to a 16.6% difference, which gives more meaning to the aim of 6000 words.
 
When you are looking at the word ranges for the rest of the courses, the range is even larger.  3000-5000 is a 66% difference, which means that the range is somewhat meaningless in terms of providing real direction.  If 16.6% is your standard difference, it would yield approx. ranges of 3000-3500 words, 4000-4750, and 6000-7000.


WRITING PAGE REQUIREMENTS: 
At our last English meeting, we decided to investigate and confirm that 8,000 words was the “Berkeley standard” we need to hold our transfer-level courses to.  Kathleen did some investigating, talked to people on our campus and at Berkeley and she also looked at our transfer agreements and the CID for the courses, and found that 6,000 words is actually the requirement for our transfer level courses (Engl 105/100/110/165).  

READING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:
As we adjust and make the writing page requirements clear and consistent, we could do the same for our reading page requirements per course.  We state how many full-length texts are required, but this could be perceived as an acceptable minimum.  For example, the reading requirement for English 846 is one full-length text, so if someone assigned one book, they would meet the course outline standards for the entire semester.  Since we put clear writing page standards on each course, we could do a reading page count as well and this would ensure an appropriate amount of reading is assigned and with clearer reading guidelines, this will also help faculty review book orders more easily.


Below are what appears currently on our course outlines regarding writing and reading requirements and what is in blue are the proposed changes.  The highlighted numbers are just proposals.  These numbers need to be discussed by faculty and confirmed or adjusted.


CURRENT WRITING/READING REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGL 828:
For English 828: Students will write 4?8 text-based essays which employ a variety of writing strategies in lengths of 2-5 pages (500--1250+ words) focused around a thesis statement, organized logically and coherently, and developed with specific detail drawn from course readings as well as their own experience and knowledge.

For English 828: the texts should be principally non-fiction and should include at least 1 full-length work (64 pages or more) and additional readings in the form of full-length texts, anthologies, online texts.  



PROPOSED REVISIONS:
For English 828: 
WRITING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  Students must write text-based essays focused around a thesis statement, organized logically and coherently, developed with specific evidence and analysis, and proofread/edited on the sentence and formatting levels:
 
> Number of formal essays: 4-8 (at least 15%, but not more than 20% should be in-class essays such as 
                                                                          timed essay quizzes, essay midterms and final essay exams).  
 
> Outside research: A minimum of 1 of the essays should require effectively incorporating outside research.
 
> Number of formal typed pages per semester: 3000-5000 (12 to 20 pages)—additionally, less formal writing 
 

 

  
should be assigned i.e drafts, reading journals, freewriting, discussion posts, etc. 

READING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  The assigned texts should be principally non-fiction and include:
 
> Reading page count: Level-appropriate academic reading that totals 400 to 800 pages outside of the 
 


writing/reading instruction. 
 
> Full-length texts: Must include a minimum of ONE full-length text (64 pages or more).  
 


Also, a rhetoric/reader of writing and reading instruction is required. The Skyline English 
 


Department Rhetoric is free online and works for all levels of English.
 
> Additional texts: additional academic readings can include other full-length texts, anthologies or collections 
 

         
of readings, online texts.

CURRENT WRITING/READING REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGL 846:

For English 846: Students are required to write 4000-6000 words cumulatively (16- 24 pages of 250 words per page) during the semester, usually in essays of 500-1250+ words. Other writing may include, but is not limited to, drafts, summary or response papers, journals and study questions. 

For English 846: the texts should be principally non-fiction and should include at least 1 full-length work (64 pages or more) and additional readings in the form of full-length texts, anthologies, online texts.  

PROPOSED REVISIONS:
For English 846: 
WRITING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  Students must write text-based essays focused around a thesis statement, organized logically and coherently, developed with specific evidence and analysis, and proofread/edited on the sentence and formatting levels:
 
> Number of formal essays: 4-8 (at least 15%, but not more than 20% should be in-class essays such as 
                                                                          timed essay quizzes, essay midterms and final essay exams).  
 
> Outside research: A minimum of 2 of the essays should require effectively incorporating outside research.
 
> Number of formal typed pages per semester: 4000-6000 (16 to 24 pages)—additionally, less formal writing
 

 

  
should be assigned i.e drafts, reading journals, freewriting, discussion posts, etc. 

READING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  The assigned texts should be principally non-fiction and include:
 
> Reading page count: Level-appropriate academic reading that totals 500 to 1000 pages outside of the 
 


writing/reading instruction. 
 
> Full-length texts: Must include a minimum of ONE full-length text (64 pages or more). 
 


Also, a rhetoric/reader of writing and reading instruction is required. The Skyline English 
 


Department Rhetoric is free online and works for all levels of English.
 
> Additional texts: additional academic readings can include other full-length texts, anthologies or collections 
 

         
of readings, online texts.




CURRENT WRITING/READING REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGL 105/100:

For English 100/105: Create text-based essays at least 4-5 pages in length which cumulatively add up to 8,000-10,000 words (35-40 pages) and which employ writing strategies that emphasize writing tasks such as argumentation, causal analysis, advocacy of ideas, persuasion, evaluation, refutation, and interpretation.

For English 100/105 the texts should be principally non-fiction and should include 2 full-length works (64 pages or more) and additional readings in the form of full-length texts, anthologies, online texts.  



PROPOSED REVISIONS:

For English 100/105: 
WRITING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  Students must write text-based essays focused around a thesis statement, organized logically and coherently, developed with specific evidence and analysis, and proofread/edited on the sentence and formatting levels:

> Number of formal essays: 5-7 (at least 15%, but not more than 20% should be in-class essays such as 
                                                                          timed essay quizzes, essay midterms and final essay exams).  
 
> Outside research: The majority of the non-timed essays should require supporting outside research applying 
 


the skills taught by the librarians during the required “Information Literacy” workshop 
 


component.
 
> Number of formal typed pages per semester: 6000-8000 (24 to 32 pages)—additionally, less formal writing
 

 

  
should be assigned i.e drafts, reading journals, freewriting, discussion posts, etc. 

READING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  The assigned texts should be principally non-fiction and include:
 
> Reading page count: Level-appropriate academic reading that totals 600 to 1200 pages outside of the 
 


writing/reading instruction. 
 
> Full-length texts: Must include a minimum of TWO full-length texts (64 pages or more).  
 


Also, a rhetoric/reader of writing and reading instruction is required. The Skyline English 
 


Department Rhetoric is free online and works for all levels of English.
 
> Additional texts: additional academic readings can include other full-length texts, anthologies or collections 
 

         
of readings, online texts.


















CURRENT WRITING/READING REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGL 110:

For English 110: Essays should be at least 4-5 pages in length, which cumulatively add up to 8,000-10,000 words (35-40 typed pages).  

For English 110 there must works from the following 4 categories: poetry, short stories, drama (plays) and at least one full-length (64 pages or more) fiction novel.  



PROPOSED REVISIONS:

For English 110: 
WRITING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  Students must write text-based essays focused around a thesis statement, organized logically and coherently, developed with specific evidence and analysis, and proofread/edited on the sentence and formatting levels:

> Number of formal essays: 5-7 (at least 15%, but not more than 20% should be in-class essays such as 
                                                                          timed essay quizzes, essay midterms and final essay exams).  
 
> Outside research: The majority of the non-timed essays should require supporting outside research.
 
> Number of formal typed pages per semester: 6000-8000 (24 to 32 pages)—additionally, less formal writing
 

 

  
should be assigned i.e drafts, reading journals, freewriting, discussion posts, etc. 

READING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  The assigned texts should all be FICTION and include:
 
> Reading page count: Level-appropriate academic reading that totals 600 to 1200 pages outside of the 
 


writing/reading instruction. 
 
> Texts: There must be representative works from the following four (4) categories: 
 


poetry, short stories, drama (plays) and at least one full-length fiction novel (64 pages or more).  
 


Also, a rhetoric/reader of writing and reading instruction is required. The Skyline English 
 


Department Rhetoric is free online and works for all levels of English.
 
> Additional texts: additional academic readings can include other full-length texts, anthologies or collections 
 

         
of readings, online texts.

















CURRENT WRITING/READING REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGL 165:

For English 165: Students will write a progression of compositions beyond the English 100 level in essays of at least 4 to 5 pages in length, which cumulatively add up to 8,000-10,000 words (32-40 pages).

For English 165: the texts should be non-fiction and should include 2 full-length works (64 pages or more) and additional readings in the form of full-length texts, anthologies, online texts.  


PROPOSED REVISIONS:
For English 165:
WRITING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  Students must write text-based essays focused around a thesis statement, organized logically and coherently, developed with specific evidence and analysis, and proofread/edited on the sentence and formatting levels:

> Number of formal essays: 5-7 (at least 15%, but not more than 20% should be in-class essays such as 
                                                                          timed essay quizzes, essay midterms and final essay exams).  
 
> Outside research: The majority of the non-timed essays should require supporting outside research.
 
> Number of formal typed pages per semester: 6000-8000 (24 to 32 pages)—additionally, less formal writing
 

 

  
should be assigned i.e drafts, reading journals, freewriting, discussion posts, etc. 

READING PAGE REQUIREMENTS:  The assigned texts should all be NON-FICTION and include:
 
> Reading page count: Level-appropriate academic reading that totals 600 to 1200 pages outside of the 
 


writing/reading instruction. 
 
> Full-length texts: Must include a minimum of TWO full-length texts (64 pages or more). 
  


Also, a rhetoric/reader of writing and reading instruction is required.  The Skyline English 
 


Department Rhetoric is free online and works for all levels of English.
 
> Additional texts: additional academic readings can include other full-length texts, anthologies or collections 
 

         
of readings, online texts.
