	                       Notes from the 4-11- 17 Meeting and 
  Email sent to the web-designer, our Dean and Jacqui in counseling


We met today to work on revising the English Placement survey.  We adjusted the language of some of the questions (and changed the "annotation" question to one with less "jargon").  We also broadened the ESOL question to get more at the support question I think we had intended rather than separating people out based on 1st language.

Jacqui, we looked closely at your recommendations about adding in specific questions about skill levels with things such as thesis, outlining, using quotes.  We came to the conclusion that is it hard to ask the students to honestly assess their own skill-level without making the test quite unwieldy.  If we ask about specific skills, we need to define terms, possibly give examples, and explain what beginning, intermediate and advanced means with each skill.  Also, if a student hasn't been taught a particular skill (say outlining) they would score zero but that might give a false indicator of what someone can actually do when introduced to the concept in class.  Instead, we decided to focus the questions more on things such as determination, emotional readiness, work-life balance, level of confidence, level of independence, rather than asking them to self-assess their own skills.  To get at skill level, we can use multiple measures like GPA, grades in English, etc.

Connor, attached are the survey questions with the changes to the questions highlighted in yellow.  Below is the scoring breakdown for the survey.  We are hoping Novisurvey allows the kind of scoring that will help with the nuanced placement divisions for English 105.  Take a look below and let us know if this approach is possible and these types of calculations can happen in that survey program.


                                     English Track Placement – REVISION



	

	1.
How confident are you of your career goals or major field of study?

Not Confident

Somewhat Confident

Confident

Very Confident
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2.
How many hours per week would you be willing and comfortable to devote to your English class (in addition to your other classes and personal/work/family responsibilities)?

1-3 hours

4-6 hours

7-9 hours

10+ hours
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3.
How willing are you to do multiple drafts of an essay within two weeks?
Not Willing
Somewhat Willing
Willing
Very Willing
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4.
How prepared are you to write five to six papers in a semester?

Not Prepared

Somewhat Prepared

Prepared

Very Prepared

[image: image13.wmf]
[image: image14.wmf]
[image: image15.wmf]
[image: image16.wmf]
5.
If you don’t get a passing grade on your paper, how likely would you go to your professor’s office and/or a tutor in the Learning Center to get help rewriting it?

Not Likely

Somewhat Likely

Likely

Very Likely
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6.
How comfortable are you reading advanced college-level texts?

Not Comfortable

Somewhat Comfortable

Comfortable

Very Comfortable
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7.
How consistently do you take notes while you are reading in preparation for class discussion?

Not Consistently

Somewhat Consistently

Consistently

Very Consistently
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8.
How comfortable are you reading full-length books (150-300 pages) in approximately two weeks? (make this number 9)
Not Comfortable

Somewhat Comfortable

Comfortable

Very Comfortable
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9.
How able are you to read 50 pages over a weekend for a single homework assignment? (make this number 8)
Not Able

Somewhat Able

Able

Very Able
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10.
How comfortable are you identifying the main idea of a text?

Not Comfortable

Somewhat Comfortable

Comfortable

Very Comfortable
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11.
How comfortable are you analyzing the significance of a text?

Not Comfortable

Somewhat Comfortable

Comfortable

Very Comfortable
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12.
How often have you worked hard to overcome an academic obstacle and found success?

Not Often

Somewhat Often

Often

Very Often
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13.
Would you benefit from structured support in and outside of the classroom including (language support, in-class teaching assistants, more time with your instructor, more class time)  How comfortable are you learning in a class that does not provide ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) support?
Not Comfortable

Somewhat Comfortable

Comfortable

Very Comfortable
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14.
How supportive are the people important to you in your decision to go to college?

Not Supportive

Somewhat Supportive

Supportive

Very Supportive
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15.
How comfortable are you working independently outside of class?

Not Comfortable

Somewhat Comfortable

Comfortable

Very Comfortable
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ENGL 828 (25 points and below)
ENGL 846 (26 points to 44 points)
But if scored 18 to 24 points on the six questions 1, 2, 3, 5, 12, 13, show the following message:

“Your answers indicate English 846 would be the most appropriate class given your level of readiness; however, based on your responses, we suggest that you speak to a counselor about possibly taking an Accelerated English 105 course (a transferrable course one level above English 846).”  

ENGL 105: no score should place them here.  The added placement indicators in 846 and 100 should guide them to English 105.

ENGL 100 (45 to 60 points)
But if scored 0 to 20 points on the seven questions 4, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15 show the following message:

“Your answers indicate English 100 would be the most appropriate class given your level of readiness; however, based on your responses, we suggest that you speak to a counselor about possibly taking English 105 (also a transferrable course but with more hours in the classroom with your instructor and more support services).”
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