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five-m
in

u
te scan

, 7=
O

th
er 

G
ray w

h
ale o

b
servatio

n
 sh
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E
ven

t C
o

d
es:  1=

S
tart E

ffort, 2=
C

hange O
bserver, 3=

E
ffort C

hange, 4=
G

ray W
hale S

ighting, 5=
S

top E
ffort, 6=

five-m
inute scan, 7=

O
ther 

N
ote that 3=

E
ffort C

hange is w
hen som

e environm
ental param

eter, such as B
eaufort, sun, w

ind, glare, changes 
from

 one value or threshold to another.
Y

ou w
ill typically have num

ber 1 on the first line, then a 6 every 5 m
inutes, then a 5 at the end of your session.  

W
hale sightings and other unusual events w

ill occur in betw
een .

T
im

e:  R
ecord in m

ilitary tim
e (e.g. 2pm

=
1400)

O
b

s. In
itials:  T

hat's you

B
eau

fo
rt S

tate:  T
his is an indicator of sea state and w

ind speed.  S
ee beaufort sheet for a description of B

eafort states.  

N
ote that surveys are only conducted in B

aufort state less that 6.  

V
isab

ility (1-10):  O
n a scale of 1-10, how

 far can you see out from
 shore (1=

com
plete fog and no visability, 10=

clear visability to the horizon).  

N
ote, w

hen at sea level on a clear day, the horizon is at ~
25 m

iles. 

%
 C

lo
u

d
 co

ver:  Looking directly up, estim
ate w

hat %
 of the sky is covered in clouds

# w
h

ales:  total # observed for that event code

C
o

w
/calf:  O

nly note this if you clearly see a calf sw
im

m
ing closely w

ith an adult.  T
he calf is about 1/2 the size of the adult.  

U
n

u
su

al b
eh

avio
r:  B

esides surfacing (breathing) and show
ing flukes, note spyhopping, breaching, or other unusual behaviors.  

N
o

tes:  A
nything else to note, such as other m

arine m
am

m
als, boats, or harrassm

ent.  

S
u

rvey P
ro

cess: 
S

tart your survey by collecting environm
etal data (B

eufort scale, visablitity, cloud cover).  O
nce you are ready to start, record your initials, tim

e, 
and event code=

1). W
ith binoculars, scan from

 shore out to the horizon.  R
epeat this effort from

 continuous angles, starting from
 N

orth to S
outh.  

N
ote any gray w

hales and other m
arine m

am
m

als observed during this scan.  T
his scan should be repeated every five m

inutes (even
t code=

6).     


