Aristotle's Virtue Ethics

Nicomachean Ethics

Human happiness (our aim of conduct) is doing well, living a good life.

It is the consequence of the active exercise of the various Virtues (excellences) of our nature. [This will fulfill our function.]

Virtue :   - “It is a mean state between two vices - excess and deficiency.”

     - it is "... then, a state of character concerned with choice, lying in a mean i.e. the mean relative to us, this being determined by a rational principle, and by that principle by which the man of practical wisdom would determine it." 1107a

                 - “it is learned; it is practical; it comes about as a result of habit.”

· “to act morally is to do something "to the right person, to the right extent, at the right time, with the right motive, and in the right way."

	  Character Virtues
	Sphere of Influence
	Vices

	
	
	

	courage

temperance

liberality

magnificence

proper pride

[nameless]

good temper

truthfulness

wittiness

friendliness

indignation

justice
	fear and cheer

bodily pleasure

giving/taking money

giving large sums

honor and infamy

small honors

anger

truth

pleasure- conversation

pleasure in social life

fortunes of others

[tricky]
	rashness and cowardice

self-indulgence, insensibility

prodigality, meanness

vulgarity, niggardliness

vanity, undue humility

ambition, unambitiousness

irascibility, inirascibility

boastfulness, mock modesty

buffoonery, boorishness

obsequity, quarrelsomeness

envy, spite

injustice


                  Virtuous      

Continent    

 Incontinent    
 
Vicious

Chooses

Rightly         Yes               

 Yes        

                      Yes                  
                      No

Acts as

Chooses        Yes                 
                Yes               

       No                                         Yes

Acts

Rightly         Yes                
                  Yes                 

        No            
                      No

Contrary

Desires          No                

 Yes                
                       Yes              
                      No

              Intellectual Virtues:      (Achieved through education and inheritance.)

             1. Scientific Knowledge (episteme): The first principles of all scientific knowledge.                                                      

             2. Art (techne): This is the reasoned production of art, actual creation – like engineering.                                                                                         

             3. Practical Wisdom (prudence - phronesis):  This person actually lives well, the eudaimonian life,                                          

             4. Intelligence (nous): This is the mindset to understand episteme.

             5. Philosophic Wisdom (sophia): This is a combination of Scientific Knowledge and Intelligence.

      Friendships:  (All friendships are based upon a mutual well-wishing.) “All friendships are based on sharing the proverbial mound of salt together.”

           1. Pleasure: the same kind of pleasure is exchanged.  “Birds of a Feather”

           2. Economic: It’s an exchange of one kind of good for another.  “Opposites Attract”

           3. Of the Good: The two friends are individually good on their own and are attracted to each other by virtue of their goodness.

