Ophuls Reading Questions:
      William Ophuls is a contemporary  philosopher, he writes about political and social issues.   In this essay he examines the underlying assumptions behind our use of resources.  He sees that the assumptions have lead to political practices that threaten us.

Our essay is taken from -Ecology and the politics of scarcity : prologue to a political theory of the steady state 1977.

His latest book is – Requiem for Modern Politics; The Tragedy of the Enlightenment and the Challenge of the New Millennium  1998

1. What are the basic reasons for the long economic boom that Western Civilization experienced?

2. What is the cause of the unparalleled reduction of scarcity?

3. What is the tragedy of the commons?

4. What is the Hobbesian solution?

5. Why won’t altruism be enough?

6. What is technology’s “Faustian Bargain”?

7. What is Ophuls’ point in the section entitled Democracy v. Elite Rule?

8. Will we need to legislate temperance? Why?  Why not?

9. Why is nuclear power a pact with the devil? 

