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Sicko

Here are several questions to keep in mind while watching the film. These can be used for discussion the night of the film or to write on for those who watch on their own. If you are writing answers because you did not attend the film, or because you are writing this for more extra credit, please answer one or more of the questions with a two-page response. You have until the date of the next film to submit your responses.  

1. What are some of the techniques of propaganda used by Moore to present his argument? (Consider the use of background music, quick cuts between images, etc.) How effective are these tools of rhetoric or persuasion in making the viewer accept his view of the world as accurate? Is it damaging to present comparisons with the medical systems of Canada, France and especially Cuba in this film? Why? Why not?
2. Moore cites various statistics in his presentation. What should be the response of a critical thinker to the assessment of those items? How can one go about examining the accuracy of the information? 

3.  The question of objectivity emerges with a presentation of this kind. One approach can be to demand of news sources that they strive to be Objective and give a balanced report of the information discussed. Another can be to accept that there is no position of objectivity in the news, or anywhere else for that matter. As such then the task is to accept the position as being one perspective and seek out others that reflect other points of view.  Comment on these ideas.

4. Is this film a work of “art” or a documentary? What makes something a piece of art versus a documentary?  Explore the issues facing us when we watch a film as art versus as a documentary. What is the role of the viewer in the two cases?

5. Democracy is a difficult thing to achieve. We live in a democratic republic. What are the associated obligations / duties of the citizens of a democracy? What exactly does that entail in regards to how we relate to our political leaders? What would Plato say is our obligation? 
6. If it’s true that 50 million Americans don’t have health insurance, what are some of the consequences for our society? Moore claims that 18,000 Americans will die because they are uninsured. Do we as citizens have any moral obligation to these people? Is it every person for herself, or is there some duty we have to others as fellow citizens?

7. There are many case examples presented to make Moore’s point. How effective are those cases at convincing you of Moore’s overall point on health care? Should we be convinced by these unusual instances, or do you agree that they are closer to the norm? How would we go about finding out the facts needed to decide?
8. What ethical issues are raised by having Medical Doctors who act in the financial interests of the insurance companies by denying care? How about Lee Einer and his looking for errors on applications in order to deny coverage?  Can you imagine acting a job that required you to act as Mr Einer did or Dr. Linda Peeno who worked for Humana as medical reviewer? Should we applaud Dr. Peeno’s testimony before congress? Why? Why not? 
