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Literary Analysis 

English 110 AK 
Instructor: Liza Erpelo 

August 25, 2011 

POP QUIZ:  Literary Terms 
1.  point of view 
2.  characters 
3.  characterization 
4.  plot 
5.  setting 
6.  tone 
7.  symbols 
8.  theme 

What is “analysis”? 

The act of analysis is literally the act of 
separating a whole into parts in order 
to understand that whole. 

What is “literary analysis”? 

Any analysis of a literary work requires 
that the writer understand the 
intention (i.e., the theme) of the 
work and how that theme is revealed 
in the course of the work. 

Point of View 

•  A point of view is the related 
experience of the narrator — not that 
of the author. 

•  1st person (a character in the story)  
•  2nd person (“you”) 
•  3rd person (not a character in the 

story) 

Point of View 

Three questions determine point of view (who 
tells us the story and how it is told): 

(1)  Is the one telling the story a character in 
the story or not?  

(2)  How much is this person allowed to know?  
(3)  To what extent does the narrator look 

inside the characters and report their 
feelings and thoughts?  
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Characters 

•  Characters are the “people” in texts.   
•  Characterization is the author’s 

presentation and development of 
characters.  

Characterization 

Direct characterization usually consists 
of the narrator telling the reader 
about the characters. 

 
Ruth was a fat blonde woman who wore 

a clean apron and served food to her 
husband and his guest. 

Characterization 
Indirect characterization involves the author 

letting the character reveal himself by 
what he or she says, does, or thinks within 
the story. 

 
“But she clung to him wordlessly. Even as she 

massaged his arms and legs, her tears 
rolled down her cheeks.  ‘I won’t leave 
you, I won’t leave you,’ she repeated.”   

Round vs. Flat 

•  Round characters are so detailed that 
they seem as if they were real, i.e. 
protagonists and antagonists. 

•  Flat characters lack detail. Though 
the description of a flat character may 
be detailed, the character itself barely 
has detail and usually just follows one 
characteristic/stereotype. 

Dynamic vs. Static 

•  A static character is one who remains 
essentially the same from  beginning to 
end; a dynamic character undergoes 
change.  

•  In general, flat characters tend to be 
static and round characters tend to be 
dynamic.  

What’s in a name? 

•  Authors choose the names of their 
characters deliberately. 

• What’s the significance of a 
character’s name? 
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Plot 

• Plot is the literary element that 
describes the structure of a story.  

•  It shows a causal arrangement of 
events and actions within a story.  

Types of Linear Plots 
Plots can be told in: 

Chronological order 

Flashback 

In media res (in the middle of things) when 
the story starts in the middle of the action 
without exposition 

 

Plot Components 

Exposition:  the start of the story, 
the situation before the action 
starts 

Rising Action: the series of 
conflicts and crisis in the story 
that lead to the climax 

Climax: the turning point, the 
most intense moment—either 
mentally or in action 

Falling Action: all of the 
action which follows the 
climax 

Resolution: the conclusion, the 
tying together of all of the 
threads 

Conflict 

•  Conflict is the dramatic struggle 
between two forces in a story.   

•  Without conflict, there is no plot. 

Types of Conflict 

Human vs. Nature 

Human vs. Society 

Human vs. Self 
Internal Conflict 

Human vs. Human 
Interpersonal Conflict Setting 

•  The setting of a story 
is the time and 
location in which it 
takes place.  

•  The setting provides 
the main backdrop 
for the story and 
often sets the overall 
tone. Kalamazoo, Michigan (c. 1935) 
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Tone 

•  The tone conveys the writer’s attitude 
towards his or her subject, characters, 
or audience.  

•  A writer’s tone may be formal or 
informal, friendly or distant, personal 
or pompous. 

• Other examples: serious, sarcastic, 
dark, funny, lighthearted, angry. 

Symbols 

•  A symbol is a person, object or event 
that suggests more than its literal 
meaning.  

Symbols 

In other words, it is something that has 
two levels of meaning:  

(2) on the non-literal 
level, it would 
represent a more 
“hidden” meaning. 

(1) on the literal level, 
it is what it is;  

What is a “theme”? 

•  The theme is the moral proposition that the 
writer wishes to advance:  what’s the moral 
of the story? 

•  A theme is applicable outside the written 
work, not only with the world created by the 
narrative; it is a generalization. 

•  A story can have more than one theme.  
•  A theme is not the same as a subject. 

What is a “theme”? 

•  The theme is the central idea or 
meaning of a story.   

•  It provides a unifying point around 
which the plot, characters, setting, 
point of view,  symbols/patterns, and 
other elements of a story are 
organized.  

Finding Nemo (2003) 

1.  point of view 
2.  characters 
3.  characterization 
4.  plot 
5.  setting 
6.  tone 
7.  symbols 
8.  theme 
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Bienvenido Santos GROUP WORK 
1.  From what point of view is the story told? How do 

you know? 
2.  Who are the main characters in the story? What 

kinds of characters are they? 
3.  What is the plot of the story?  
4.  What is the setting of the story?   
5.  What is the tone of the story?  
6.  Do you find ambiguities in the story?  Identify any 

symbols or patterns. 
7.  What are some themes in the story?  
8.  What did you think of the story? 

Marianne Villanueva Homework 

1.  Read Marianne Villanueva’s Mayor of the 
Roses: “Mayor of the Roses” (pp. 1-11) and 
“Black Dog” (pp. 127-132). 

2.  Journal Entries #2 and #3: For each story, in 
a 1-2 page, typed, double-spaced paper, 
answer all 25 of the questions on the “Short 
Story Analysis” handout (p. 38 in Course 
Reader). After you complete the analysis, 
write a 1- to 2-paragraph response for each 
story: What did you think of it?  


