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1. TITLE:
Mathematics 650—Math Supplement for TRIO/STAARS

variable units: 0.5 to 2.0

24 lab hours equal 0.5 unit of credit

Pre-requisites:  None

2. COURSE CLASSIFICATION: 

Credit course not applicable to the Associate Degree

3.
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:
Catalog Description:
Intensive support to assist TRIO/STAARS students in their regular mathematics classes, or in preparation for taking a math class.  Based on assessment of their skills, students receive individual tutoring and other supplemental support  to improve their performance.  Weekly commitment to lab hours is required.

This course does not replace any course in Skyline College’s required course sequence based on placement testing.  Units do not count toward the Associate Degree.

Schedule of Classes Description: 
Individualized instruction in mathematics skills for TRIO/STAARS students based on TRIO mathematics instructors’ assessment of each student’s mathematics skills.  May be repeated for credit.  Open entry.

4.   COURSE JUSTIFICATION:
The current Math 650 course has been the mechanism used to provide supplemental support for students who are participants in the TRIO/STAARS program.   This federal program requires that enrollment  for such classes be restricted to project participants who have an identified academic need for supplemental instruction.  Currently, MATH 650 is open to all Skyline students.  The proposed change would restrict MATH 650 to TRIO/STAARS students and develop another course, MATH 652, for general student tutoring in math.  A similar change was approved by the Curriculum Committee in 2004, when enrollment in English 650 was restricted to TRIO/STAARS students.

5.   STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs):
The Learning outcomes for this course are derived from the mathematics class in which students are enrolled (or for which they are preparing).  However, the following are common to all levels.  Upon completion of the course, students will demonstrate the ability to: 

1) Recognize their academic need for intensive math instruction and practice.

2) Self-assess their math skills and their ability to be successful students in math classes.

3) Practice behaviors necessary to being a successful student in a college-level mathematics class, including overcoming math anxiety, seeking assistance in a timely manner, understanding the importance of attendance and completion of assignments, test preparation and successful test-taking skills. 

4) Improve ability to learn independently.

6.   SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:
During the semester students are expected to learn to do the following:

·   Assess their performance in past and current math classes.

·   Identify successful and unsuccessful learning strategies for their learning styles

·   Develop and employ basic mathematical skills.

·   Develop functional and effective test-taking strategies


·    Utilize supplemental instruction in the Learning Center.

·    Understand the practices that characterize successful students in college mathematics courses.

·    Identify concepts taught in their math classes that require further practice and explanation, and articulate these learning needs to tutorial staff

·   Work in groups to communicate mathematics orally.

7. REPRESENTATIVE METHODS OF INSTRUCTION::

The primary method of instruction will be one-on-one tutoring to support math instruction, with emphasis on students’ ability to self-assess their learning needs.  The student learner is expected to be actively involved in understanding mathematical concepts and problem-solving.  The course also involves three benchmark assessments by the TRIO Math instructor, in order to evaluate and direct the supplemental instruction.

8.  COURSE CONTENT: MATH 650 includes instruction in the following areas:

A.  The content of this course is determined by that of the mathematics course in which students are concurrently enrolled, or for which they are preparing.

9. ASSIGNMENTS:

 Students work on assignments given in their math class, including  homework, reviewing quizzes and exams, course handouts, and projects.  In addition, students work on preparing for upcoming exams and quizzes.

10. EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE: 

Credit/no credit grade is based upon the formula specified by Title 5 for open-entry/open-exit courses:

24 hours= 0.5 credit


11. RECOMMENDED TEXT(S): 

Nolting, Paul D.  Math Study Skills Workbook  Second edition.  Houghton-Mifflin, Boston, 2005.  
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