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[Ornduff Chapter 2 and Lecture]
1. Explain the difference between climate and weather.

2. Describe how the climate of the U.S.A. changes as you follow a line of latitude from the East coast to the Rocky mountains. 

3. Compare and contrast the differences between maritime and continental climates. 
4. Describe how the Sierra Nevada-Cascade range acts to buffer California from the continental climate of the Central U.S.A.

5. California has a ‘Mediterranean’ climate, what is a Mediterranean climate?

6. What is the adiabatic lapse rate? Which atmospheric variable affects the rate of cooling?

7. Explain why air temperature decreases as one moves further from sea level into higher altitudes.

8. Describe how vegetation patterns change with altitude. What is responsible for the changes?

9. Name the life zones described by C. Hart Merriam as occurring on Mountains in South West USA. 

10. Discuss how a zone of stable high and low pressure in the Eastern Pacific Ocean affect the weather of California over the course of a calendar year. 
11. What is a ‘rainshadow’, and describe the rainshadow effect on the spatial distribution of rainfall in California. 
12. Describe why summer fog forms along the Central California coast. 
13. Discuss the beneficial affects of summer fogs to California’s Redwood forest communities. 
14. How has the climate of California changed since the Pliocene epoch. How has this affected the flora of California? 
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