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Lecture and General Ecology Textbooks
What does the term “succession” mean in an ecological context? 
Describe the general characteristics of an early Pioneer species 
Describe the general characteristics of a Non-pioneer species 
Describe the observed sequence of ecological succession that occurs once a Glacier has retreated exposing bare sediments. Identify a type of plant that would be a pioneer, and describe it’s characteristics. Identify a Non-pioneer plant and describe it’s characteristics. What would be the end point of succession?

Provide two examples of situations where primary succession could be studied.

Describe the characteristics of Red Alder that allow it to grow on recently exposed sediments. 
Provide an example of an autogenic change in an environmental variable that occurs during ecological succession. 
Describe the characteristics of Hemlock that allow it to establish in an existing forest and to become the dominant tree in that community over time. 
Describe the observed sequence of ecological succession that occurred following the 1980 eruption of Mt St. Helens. 

What was the first plant to colonize the ash fields of Mt St Helens? 

Discuss how Lupine acted to ‘facilitate’ other species during the early stages of succession on Mt St Helens. 
 Using specific examples for each explain the differences between primary and secondary succession. 
Briefly describe two common causes of secondary succession. 

Provide two named examples of species that are dependent upon fire disturbance for their survival 

Describe the ecological role of fire in California. 

What are climax communities? 

Describe the changing pattern of species diversity observed during ecological succession. 
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