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[Message #1   09:07:05 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Karen Wong:

What answers and/or insights can you provide? What remaining questions do you still have? What do you think will happen next in the novel based on what you've read thus far?

[Message #2   09:35:00 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

I am wondering about Sethe's past. In the first chapter (pg. 1-19) Who is she? how did she get to know Baby Suggs? The main question I am asking is why did they kill Beloved? What did Sethe or Halle do as parents to have someone kill their child? Why is Beloved so angry and keep haunting those that do love her and still cherish her memory? I am writing this part of the story because I think it is important to understand the history of Sethe and Halle. Could it be that they did something in the past as slaves that enforced someone to kill their baby??? Is Beloved haunting the family in order to put out messages or warnings about future occurances? 


I also am wondering about the meaning of Sethe's scars on her back. WHy did it look like a tree? could it possibly symbolize something of her past? In addition, in the first few paragraphs of the beginning of the story, Sethe's two sons left the house because they no longer could stand the hauntings of their sister and got freaked out. How come Denver nor Sethe did not chose to leave the house? WHy didn't they leave or get scared also? COuld it be that the presence of Beloved enables them to feel safe or secure?

[Message #3   09:35:40 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

I am wondering why Sethe was refered to having iron eyes.  What was so important about the way her eyes look?  Why do we need to know that schoolteacher "punched the glittering iron out" (9)?  What is symbolic about those eyes?  I am writing about this is because it affects how she was treated at the Sweet Home.  It affected and influenced her personality and characteristic.  It was a description of how pretty she was and how she was the only female among 6 men.  I am also wondering why Sethe was brought to the farm to mate with the men.  How come she was able to choose a mate even though she was a slave?  Considering how the men acted while the waited, why did she waited a year before she chose (11)?  What was Mrs. Gardener's intentions when she had Sethe choose a mate?  Did this affected Sethe's life in the present?  When you put these two questioning ideas together, you start to wonder why the ghost exist to haunt the house.  Was it a part of Sethe that wished her to be there?  Did she see the ghost because of the iron eyes?  It saids that Sethe love the house because it was consider her own.  People known that it was her home.  That is why she did not want to leave.  As a slave, they did not have anything that was considered their own.  Not their mother, father, or siblings.  Why did Sethe chose Halle?  Was it because of his characteristic or was it because she really loved him?  To me, she chose him because he was a caring man and that he took responsibility for all things that he cared for.

[Message #4   09:37:20 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Igor Shkuratov:

I am wondering about how Sethe's daughter Denver is very unhapppy with the way that her mother and Denver are living. She does not like the house, she hates it, " I can't live here. I don't know where to go or what to do, but I can't live here. Nobody speaks to us. Nobody comes by..." (14). She is probably ashamed of the house because it is different from other houses. She is ashamed of her life. Also Denver is very lonely and miserable, "Boys don't like. Girls don't either" (14).  She is thinking about her two brothers Buglar and Howard who ran away from the family.

[Message #5   09:38:12 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Karen Wong:

Johanna and Dennis, thank you for initiating the discussion. You both raise fantastic questions about their past in Sweet Home. Given how it was described, do you think that their former home lived up to its name? Can anyone have a fulfilling, happy life while enslaved, even when the conditions are better than most?

[Message #6   09:39:24 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Karen Wong:

Igor and company, why do you suppose everyone stays away from Sethe and Denver? Might it have anything to do with the house? Or do they appear to be unfriendly people?

[Message #7   09:40:30 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

II am wondering about the horrible day in Sethe's when she killed her two year old child, and what led up to this haunting event?  On page seventeen, Sethe starts with with the mystery by stating, "I had milk, she sail. I was pregnant with Denver but I had mild for my baby girl.  I hadn't stopped nursing her when I sent her on ahead with Howard and Buglar" (17).  She goes on to say how people could smell the milk and see the wet circles on the front of her dress and she seems panicked that she may not be able to feed her child. Then Sethe says something very strange, "After I left you, those boys came in there and took my milk.  That's what they came in there for.  Held me down and took it" (17).  By this description I realize she was rapped, but why was Sethe beaten for being rapped?  She obviously goes through an emotional ordeal reliving the incident, however, does not quite complete the story or the events  that led up to killing her own child.  Sethe seems  so numb, and emotionally detached that she is only capable of telling the horrid storiy of Sweet Home a little bit at time.  Later she tells more of the event to her daughter Denver, who states "You never told me all what happened.  Just that they whipped you and you run off, pregnant.  With me" (39).  Sethe says there is nothing to tell.... and stops right there!  What the hell happened?  I may have to cheat and read more tonight.

[Message #8   09:41:31 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

I think that it has something to do with the way they live their lives.they seem secluded and mysterious. Everyone who has visited the house before may have told others about the ghostly presence they felt while visiting and now everyone knows about it.

[Message #9   09:41:52 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

I believe when slaves were beaten with cowhide over and over, branches and valleys began to form in the skin resembling a tree.

[Message #10   09:42:46 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Igor Shkuratov:

Everyone stays away from Sethe and Denver because they probably heard about the ghosts in the their house.

[Message #11   09:43:45 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

I think it has something to do with the events that led up to Beloved's death.  Sethe was ostracized from society for doing something horrible.

[Message #12   09:44:11 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

I don't think so.  It was ironic that it was named Sweet Home.  People there was not happy because they had no freedom.  That is why she ran away in the condition she was in.  In a way, you can say they had mixed emotions.  For the men, it was nice that Mrs. Gardner brought in a lady to mate with them.  But in another view, there was only one female for 6 men.  How can that fair?  Seeing something that you want but not able to get it is horrible.  It can drive a person insane.

[Message #13   09:44:34 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

alvin leung:

I am wondering how Denver is named after Amy pages 30 - 37.  Amy came back to help Sethe back in the corn field.  She was indentured servant heading towards Boston to find red velvet.  Sethe was in pain from her baby. It was the time of slavery and white and black people did not really help each other.  Amy came out of nowhere, but not with the intent to help out Sethe but to find berries because she was hungry. Amy was about to leave but stopped as Sethe pleaded for help and accompanied Sethe all the way back to the house. Why did she name her baby Denver and not Amy or Boston?

[Message #14   09:44:51 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

I don't know if all people stay away for that reason, because most ex-slaves talk of bad memories, lives and ghosts haunting houses seem very common place.

[Message #15   09:45:16 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

I think that Sethe and Denver are good people...however, coming from a very harsh lifestyle, I think they are afraid to be friends with people but are deprived the chance because many are afraid of them.

[Message #16   09:45:40 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

I was wondering the same thing Alvin.  There must be another character involved that we are unaware of right now.

[Message #17   09:46:14 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

Paul D didn't seem to be scare of the ghost.  In a way, he seem to quiet the ghost during his visit.

[Message #18   09:46:23 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Igor Shkuratov:

Maybe because Sethe was raped and killed her own child and that is why everyone is staying away

[Message #19   09:47:14 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

Oh, by the way Alvin, it is not "red" velvet, it is "carmine"

[Message #20   09:47:34 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

What do u guys think happened to Halle (the father)???

[Message #21   09:47:57 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

It say that all her children is father by one person.  In that case, beloved was kill because she was an unwanted child?

[Message #22   09:48:26 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Igor Shkuratov:

Halle probably died or ran away

[Message #23   09:48:30 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

I don't know johanna.  Good question.  I think he was most likely killed for having some part in the plot to escape.

[Message #24   09:49:23 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

Why did the men eat the corn that Halle and Sethe made love on?

[Message #25   09:49:34 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

I know!  Halle finds out Beloved is the child of the dreaded "School Master"!

[Message #26   09:49:52 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

schoolteacher

[Message #27   09:50:30 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

It was food!  and the broken stalks could be blamed on the raccoons, not the slaves.

[Message #28   09:50:30 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

That is possible since he was the headringer at the time.

[Message #29   09:50:51 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

so Beloved was unwanted?

[Message #30   09:51:23 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

By the way what was Beloved's name before Sethe named her that?

[Message #31   09:51:35 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

Do you guys think there is something strange about the school teacher? And what about his sons?

[Message #32   09:51:40 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Igor Shkuratov:

Beloved was a product of rape and that is Sethe killed her. Maybe she did not wanted to be reminded of the rape

[Message #33   09:52:01 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

How could the ghost be nice to the person that kill her?  Is she looking after them or is she haunting them?

[Message #34   09:52:50 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

I don't think Beloved was unwanted.  Listen to Sethe talk about trying to get her milk to her daughter.

[Message #35   09:53:28 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

Perhaps you are on to something Igor.

[Message #37   09:55:02 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

Could Sethe have been rapped twice, once when she conceived Beloved and again on the night in question?

[Message #38   09:55:46 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

Sethe might of kill Beloved because she was going to die any ways because there was no milk to feed her.  The other babies were drinking it all up from Sethe.

[Message #39   09:55:59 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

Too bad Baby Suggs is dead, she would have told us the truth by now.

[Message #40   09:56:10 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

Good question Jennifer...if it is true then who is the father of Beloved?

[Message #41   09:56:47 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

I think Mrs. Garner knows the truth.

[Message #42   09:57:06 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

How could Baby Suggs know?  She had eight children with 6 different fathers.

[Message #43   09:57:42 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

Ah! then she is a very wise old woman.

[Message #44   09:58:41 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

Perhaps Halle killed his self and Beloved because he could not get over the fact that he was not the father.

[Message #45   09:59:07 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Igor Shkuratov:

oh, that is a good idea

[Message #46   09:59:41 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

yea i agree with Jennifer...I think that he loved Sethe very much and to find out that Beloved was his made him go mad

[Message #47   09:59:57 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johanna dantes:

was not his

[Message #48   10:00:00 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Igor Shkuratov:

But how did Halle found out that he was not the father?

[Message #49   10:00:32 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jennifer contoplianos:

Mrs. Gardner told everyone.  That old gossip

[Message #50   10:00:47 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

dennis hong:

Does it really matter who kill Beloved?  The question is why was she haunting the house?  If anything, the way she died will give us some clues.

