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[Message #1   09:06:52 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Karen Wong:

What answers and/or insights can you provide? What remaining questions do you still have? What do you think will happen next in the novel based on what you've read thus far?

[Message #2   09:36:14 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

I am wondering about that this is not a simple ghost haunting the family is dealing with but a demon, an exorcist.  "A table rushed toward him and he grabbed its leg" (19).  The whole house was shaking because of the ghost.  I found that crazy and that they need to find a priest or something to help them out.  I understand if they see the ghost occasionally and it does nothing but this ghost is ccrraazzyy.  I also find it curious how Paul D was just touching Sethe very gently (its not like he was hurting her) that the ghost would reacte in such a manner.  Does this ghost still have human feelings?  Is it that jealouse towards its mother?  Did the ghost grow up in the house with them?  I did think it was very courageouse of Paul D standing against what the ghost was doing to the family.  "You want to fight, come on!  God damm it! She got enough without you. She got enough" (19).  Paul D clearly has icecold veins.  He was never scared during the whole situation.  I am thinking it is because he was a slave and has already delt with soo much horror in his life with the way Masters used to treat their slaves.  Sethes  scared back is one example with what slaves had to deal with during this era.  I wrote about this part of the story because I thought before i read the chapter that the ghost was just simply appearing to the family not actually getting physical.  It scared me to think that a ghost can contain so much power.

[Message #3   09:37:36 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jose nevarez:

I wonder what the narrator refers to in page 11 on the second paragraph where it says that Halle was "so in love with his mother he gave up five years of Sabbaths just to see her sit down for a change was a serious recommendation." I do not understand what "sitting down for a change means." Baby Suggs was the only woman in a place with five young men that the book says were suffering the pain of the repressed virility and at the same time it says that they "well behaved." I wonder if any of them laid with her. Also, I think that what is addressed in top of page five as what Sethe had to do for "ten minutes" was to engage in intercourse with the  engraver but I am unsure if that is the most bitter memory she has for it is refered to more that the killing of the baby. Also, I wonder if Paul D really sees or feels the presence of the ghost; it seems he perceives some malice in the house but he doesn't know who's ghost haunts it, so how does he know it is a ghost?

[Message #4   09:39:20 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

I think the rest of the book will talk about how Sweet Home took away everyones will for living.

[Message #5   09:39:32 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

edward truong:

I am curious if Sethe ever feels guilt about murdering her own daughter? I understand that she was trying to protect her from the schoolteachers, but how can an own mother do such a thing without even hesitating. On top of that, Sethe tries to kill her own two son's as well (Buglar and Howard). That led to the reason why every time Buglar sleeps at night, he holds on to his brother hand so they'll be safe together.  Running away was the best thing Buglar and Howard probably could of done because if their mother tries to kill them the first time, ain't no telling when she'll do it again.  Sethe motives are somewhat in between right and wrong for me because a mother would never want to see her children's suffer, and if death is the only way to bring peace to them, then so be it. The schoolteacher is very brutal with the slaves and at one point, had his own nephews to hold Sethe down while being pregnant with Denver and started to beat the scars from her back. A mother going through this will of course think about her children and what will eventually happen to them if it had already happen to her.

[Message #6   09:40:09 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

linda chu:

I am wondering about the importance of Paul D. How does he play a part in Sethe's life? Beside the fact that he seems to like Sethe and they share a past together.  What is he going to do to help Sethe deal with her haunting past?  What's his feeling on Sethe's dead baby haunting the house? He doesn't know how to help Sethe. His feeling that he can make any women strong or weak cry.  He believed that he was "blessed in his manner" (Morrison, p.20) .  He saw "young girls sidled up to him to confess" (Morrison, p.20). How is his skills with women going to help Sethe and Denver? Why does he think that he can any influence on Denver's "dripped tears" or on Sethe's wepting (Morrison, p20)? Like Paul D. said " he did not understand why this is so ", therefore he's unaware how he makes wonder women cry and what to do with it.

[Message #7   09:45:52 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

I think Sethe had to do what she had to do when she killed her own baby. She does feel guilt for her actions but during this era human beings were cruel to eachother.  Some people were rich Masters and many Black people were slaves.  The slaves had to deal with such punishment and devistation in there life.  I think our society has no clue to what pain these pains the slaves went through.

[Message #8   09:45:58 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

linda chu:

I also think the rest of the book will reveal the story behind the death of Sethe's baby and Denver.

[Message #9   09:47:15 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

Do you think it was wrong for Sethe to let Paul D touch her so quickly?

[Message #10   09:47:46 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

linda chu:

Sethe's pain and struggle during slavery will give insight to her reason for killing her baby.

[Message #11   09:48:08 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

linda chu:

I don't think she was thinking straight.

[Message #12   09:48:38 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

"124 was spiteful. Full of a baby's venom" (3)  .. I find it intresting how the author very quickly talks about a babys venom in the beginning of the book.

[Message #13   09:48:42 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

linda chu:

I think it was all emotions. Sethe lost her husband over six years ago and she's lonely.

[Message #14   09:49:08 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jose nevarez:

I think that rather than having the remedy to Seth's harshness, they have Paul D come in to play simply because he might be the only one of the Home Sweet men left alive. He's been gone 18 years, so he probably escaped slavery.

[Message #15   09:49:26 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

I wonder what happen to her husband? Is he dead or remarried? I hope we found out later in the book

[Message #16   09:50:28 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

Sethe and Paul D seem very simmilar to me because they both seem very passive.

[Message #17   09:50:34 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

linda chu:

If he was alive, I wonder why he didn't come back to visit his mother before she die.

[Message #18   09:50:39 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jose nevarez:

He probably couldn't escape; remember they were slaves and Sethe escaped with her kids.

[Message #19   09:52:00 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

edward truong:

like any men during that time, i don't think think the husband's really care for their childrens. Their only meaning of life back then was just staying alive

[Message #20   09:54:34 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jose nevarez:

I think slavery was abolished around 1865 and the story takes place right around that date, so Baby Suggs might have died before Halle was able to leave his master's rule.

[Message #21   09:54:41 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

I believe 1873 is when slavery was abolished in Puerto-Rico... intresting how they got rid of it before America

[Message #22   09:55:12 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

linda chu:

The relationship between Sethe and her husband couldn't be very strong because they lived in separate house when they were at Home Sweet, so I can understand that the husband would only be looking out for himself.

[Message #23   09:55:28 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Karen Wong:

Hi Juan, I can answer at least two of your questions. Halle was the last son of Baby Suggs, and what is impressive about him is that on his one day off, he chose to work so that he could earn enough money to buy his mother's freedom from slavery. Also, Mr. Garner, their slaveowner, prides himself in raising MEN, not boys. So they know enough to not sleep with their mother nor rape Sethe, even though clearly they have sexual desires. But it's not as if they have the option of a conventional courtship, yet one other dehumanizing aspect of slavery that infringes upon a person's freedom.

[Message #24   09:55:29 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

vincent chan:

i was wondering why sethe has to kill her own baby daughter? and why "beloved" has to haunt the people in her house, or is she just trying to finish some unfinished business instead of haunting?! sethe's scar on her back is also interesting, why it has to be in a tree shape? is it a symbolic of something?! and also why even denver and sethe is being haunted, they didn't think of getting rid of the house? i s there something in the house (beloved) that they still feel is important that they cannot put down? sorry for being extremely late.......

[Message #25   09:55:42 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

Sethe says that they loved eachother more as a brother loves a sister

[Message #26   09:56:02 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Karen Wong:

Sean, you're on to an important prediction about Sweet Home's role in their lives. Do you think that the place lives up to his name, based on what you've read thus far?

[Message #27   09:58:07 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

I find it intresting how they call it Sweet. It is quite opposite fromg being sweet but to Sethe and everyting it is a bitter memory.

[Message #28   09:59:07 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

edward truong:

when Mr. Garner owned Sweet Home it was considered a very good place because he treated the slaves with dignity, but ever since he died I don't think they find it sweet any longer

[Message #29   09:59:53 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jose nevarez:

Thank you Karen. That was how I interpreted the Home Sweet men. It was just a bit unclear how much they could tolerate their sexual frustration, for what it says about their need to use calves to alleviate their sexual needs.

[Message #30   10:00:15 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Sean Cancio:

I think many other slaves would be very gracious for what Sethe, Denver, and Paul D have, their freedom.  To me it seems that the charactors are not even thankful that they are not slaves no more.  That their life past them by and that there past is still there present

[Message #31   10:00:42 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

edward truong:

I wonder what led the Garner's to be such nice people back then towards the slaves?

