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[Message #1   09:06:35 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

Karen Wong:

What answers and/or insights can you provide? What remaining questions do you still have? What do you think will happen next in the novel based on what you've read thus far?

[Message #2   09:35:54 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

I am wondering about Sethe's decision to kill her children to save them from slavery. After her attempt of killing her children, she went along to live her life as if it was an alright thing to do. She felt that her decision and attempt to kill her children wouldn't have any consequences; she was wrong. She was haunted by her daughter and two of her other children ran away for fear she might try to kill them again.

A quote that linked to one of the questions Ms. Wong asked on monday was about leaving the past behind.

"To Sethe, the future was a matter of keeping the past at bay. The 'better life' she believed she and Denver were living was simply not that other one." Chapter 3, pg. 42  I think people shouldn't push their past aside and just forget about it. It makes them what they have become. People should move on, but never try to totally erase what was in their past. 
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A quote that linked to one of the questions Ms. Wong asked on monday was about leaving the past behind.
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Another thing I am wondering about is why Denver stayed with Sethe. 

Sethe reminded me of Amanda from "The Glass Menagerie", she had guys at her door every once and awhile.
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[Message #3   09:36:00 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

 Iam wondering about Denver's relationship with Sethe.  There is a section in the novel where Sethe seems to be hiding something from Denver: "As for Denver, the job Sethe had of keeping her from the past that was still waiting for her was all that mattered."  What past are they talking about?  The only thing that I was able to infer from that quote was that it was a horrible past.  Sethe is worried about something that might happen to Denver.  Perhaps, she's afraid of her either running away or dying like her other siblings.  Another strange attribute of the relationship between mother and daughter is that Denver seems to have a bit of resentment for her mother.  I remember Denver saying this to her mother at the table when Paul D was over, "It's not! It's not the house! It's us! And it's you!"  Denver was trying to tell her mother that it was because of them that no one wanted to close to them.  I wonder what it is about Sethe that would make Denver say that.  Why would Sethe be the source of their isolation?  She seems to be a quiet spoken person so far and seems to be relatively kind.  It's also kind of confusing how Sethe was so accepting of Paul D.  After all other than the few descriptions from Sethe we don't know much about him.  However, we do know that he served in prison for awhile.  I'm a little curious as to what he went to prison for, and whatever happened to "Sweet Home", where they both came from.  I feel that it's important to know more about each characters relationship with the other and their past because it will help clarify their situation.  It would help explain why Sethe behaves the way she does, why they seem to be alone, and why Paul D looke for Sethe after he was free from prison?

[Message #4   09:36:28 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jeancarl bisson:

Why do the Pauls have the same name?  Do the initials stand for something?  Why did Howard and Buglar run away before Baby Suggs died?  Did they have anything to do with the death of the grandmother?  Did the ghost scare them away?  

Is the ghost their imagination or does it exist?  When anyone does something that is bordering on shaming the house, the ghost seems to show its presence and protect the house.  Paul D suggests that they move out of the house, since it's haunted.  When the ghost acts up, it's like the ghost doesn't want to be left alone.  There's a theme of loneliness, with Denver having no friends and Sethe and Denver are the only ones left in the house.  Does the ghost like Paul D or find that he brings only negative things into the house?

[Message #5   09:37:17 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

leilah wang:

I am wondering about Sethe's baby, Beloved.  I don't understand why is she haunting her mother and sister?  What made her so angry with them, that she trashes the house and scares almost everyone off?

[Message #6   09:38:58 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

Micheal I was curious where in the book does it say that she killed her kids?!  I think i might have totally missed that part of it

[Message #7   09:39:19 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

1.
what is the significance of the colors in the house?

(grey and white house on Bluestone Road pg.3, Baby Suggs wanting colors brought into the house like lavender and pink pg.4, the colorless room with only 2 orange squares in a quilt that gives it color pg.37)

2.  Why did Setheget beat for being raped during her pregnancy? pg.16-17

3.  Why did the baby's neck have to be slit? Why did she kill her? pg. 5

4.  What is Denver looking forward to happening?pg.41

5.  Why does Denver think that the condemnation by the ghost is something to take pride of? What does she mean by it being a "downright pleasure of enchanment, of not suspecting but knowing the things behind things."pg.37

6.  Why was Mr. Garner so proud to "call his own niggers men?" pg.11

7.  What happened to her husband, Halle?

8.  The sweet home boys calls Sethe, Baby Sugg's replacement, and when she came, the boys had to resort to intercourse with cows. What was Baby Sugg's role in Sweet Home?  pg.20

[Message #8   09:40:38 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

she only killed one child, but did she do it to keep her from slavery?

[Message #9   09:41:33 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

She didn't kill all her kids, just one. She attempted to kill all of them.

[Message #10   09:41:33 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

Oh... so is that why she says like the baby was too young to understand why she did it

[Message #11   09:42:41 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

Wait do you guys remember why they boys left? like in particular what events made them leave?

[Message #12   09:43:12 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

leilah wang:

where does it say that she attempted to kill all her children?

[Message #13   09:43:48 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

leilah wang:

yea... isn't that on the first page?

[Message #14   09:43:51 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

Baby Suggs death might be partly why they left, but i think the majority was fear from their mother.

[Message #15   09:43:55 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

Sethe knew Paul D from sweet home, and his presence made her feel good to see him again (pg 6-7)

[Message #16   09:44:20 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

But isn’t Sweet Home what she's running away from?

[Message #18   09:44:45 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

they left when little hand prints appeared on the cake and when the mirror shattered when they look at it

[Message #19   09:45:11 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

so where'd the idea of her attempting to kill all her kids come from?

[Message #20   09:46:01 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

From all her troubles of being a slave. She didn't want her kids to go through it.

[Message #21   09:46:12 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

i know she only killed one child, i dunno about any attempt of killing all of them

[Message #22   09:46:16 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

where is that at?

[Message #23   09:46:54 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

i made it up.

[Message #24   09:47:08 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

break off of the actual story.

[Message #25   09:47:21 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

oh I see very interesting

[Message #26   09:47:41 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

i just thought she didn't want any of her children to go through slavery.

[Message #27   09:47:47 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

Just in case if I missed it, does the book say why Paul D was in prison?

[Message #28   09:47:53 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jeancarl bisson:

Where did the baby die?  At sweet home?

[Message #29   09:48:11 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

the baby died in the house they live at

[Message #30   09:48:26 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

so why in the hell did she kill the baby?

[Message #31   09:48:39 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jeancarl bisson:

and the ghost followed them to the new house, right?

[Message #32   09:48:43 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

it doesnt say yet

[Message #33   09:49:11 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

no i think she killed the baby in that house, cuz she reminisce about it climbing the white stairs

[Message #34   09:49:27 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

Man I found this whole section of the book really confusing it kept switching from one view to another so abruptly

[Message #35   09:49:53 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jeancarl bisson:

Is beloved protecting the house or is it haunting (negative) it to payback for its death?

[Message #36   09:50:21 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

im not sure, Sethe thinks its haunting it and Denver thinks it a blessing

[Message #37   09:50:44 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

and Paul seems to somehow nullify it

[Message #38   09:51:25 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

Why do you think Sethe doesn't just leave the house?

[Message #39   09:51:41 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

I think she's emotionally attached to it

[Message #40   09:51:51 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

Yeah.

[Message #41   09:51:52 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jeancarl bisson:

She doesn't want to suffer again.

[Message #42   09:52:03 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

leilah wang:

she said she's tired of running

[Message #43   09:52:13 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

A way for her to stay with her baby, maybe?

[Message #44   09:52:38 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jeancarl bisson:

Would the ghost follow them if they were to move?

[Message #45   09:53:25 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

I think the ghost is part of her. Her guilt of killing it won't just leave her.

[Message #46   09:54:18 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

Its also her memory of her baby, it would be difficult for a mother to just forget about her children.

[Message #47   09:54:32 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jeancarl bisson:

Is it her imagination or actually a ghost?

[Message #48   09:54:35 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

Don't you think it's kind of freaky how Sethe could just look at things undisturbed? You guys remember the part where Denver was describing how Sethe never looks away even when people or in one case the dog are  suffering and hurt

[Message #49   09:54:38 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

wait, why did she kill the baby, it cant be because of slavery because they were already living w baby suggs, i think they were already free

[Message #50   09:54:58 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

yea, it's like she's numb to all emotions

[Message #51   09:54:58 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

Yeah, I don't really get that either

[Message #52   09:55:19 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

I thought it was slavery at first, but after you said it took place in that house I was a bit confused.  Perhaps they were low on money and someone offered to buy the baby?

[Message #53   09:55:43 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

That's a bit out there though

[Message #54   09:55:53 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

She might have been traumatized as a slave. It made her delusional.

[Message #55   09:56:16 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

jeancarl bisson:

Was it healthy?  Didn't Sethe get beaten?  It could have harmed the baby.

[Message #56   09:56:40 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

she was getting beat when she had denver I believe. or was carrying her

[Message #58   09:57:23 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

i thought she had a good life at sweet home until the schoolteacher came, the memories seems nice, the boys just sit under the trees and eat, and they didn’t try to rape her or anything, and the mistress seemed really nice to her

[Message #59   09:58:10 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

what does she mean by they took my milk? on pg 17

[Message #60   09:58:40 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

I dont know I was confused about it, but whatever it was it musta hit her really hard because she stressed that fact

[Message #61   09:59:50 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

hazel levita:

yea, she got a whipping for telling on them taking her milk,

[Message #62   10:00:15 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

michael cocadiz:

Schoolteacher beat Sethe while she was pregnant and took her milk that was for Denver.

[Message #63   10:00:19 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

hey wait, who did she just give birth to when they did that?

[Message #64   10:00:28 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

could it mean they took the baby?

[Message #66   10:01:10 AM, Wednesday, November 12, 2003]

johnson dea:

Through the feelings that are being conveyed by Sethe and Denver I think

