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I:\DIWE5NET\CLASSES\KWong01\CHAT\Blue 

[Message #1   04:38:46 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Write a response to one of the following three prompts, being sure to include in your response at least 

one supporting quote according to MLA format: 

 

1)    Chapter 1: “Bienvenidos” – (a) What insights do you gain about Hector, for instance from the 

choices he makes, from his status as an undocumented worker, and/or from his family relationships? In 

what ways does he exist on the border, literally and figuratively? OR What is a major theme that is 

present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a quote according to 

MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title?  

 

2)    Chapter 2: “The Blossoms of Los Feliz” – (a) What does the jacaranda tree symbolize? In what ways 

are any of the characters—Felicia, her daughter Aurora, the Mrs. Calhoun-- like the jacaranda tree? In 

what ways do any of the characters exist on the border, literally and figuratively? OR What is a major 

theme that is present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a quote 

according to MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

 

3)    Chapter 3: “Our Lady of the Lost Angels” – (a) What insights do you gain about Beatriz, who is 

Felicia’s mother? What did you make of the Virgin Mary apparitions and her inability to be warm? OR 

What is a major theme that is present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your 

response a quote according to MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

 

[Message #2   09:19:23 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

The jacaranda tree, like any tree, symbolizes being rooted to the earth or grounded. That's why Felicia 

aims to plant one in the middle of her house; with such strong roots, no bulldozer will be able to knock 

down their house (26). Yet also the jacaranda tree symbolizes how people can be dragged down under 

the weight of their own dreams. When she tried to nurse her jacaranda branch to sprout roots so that it 

would become a tree, it ends up drowning under the weight of its petals, "My abeulita…told me that a 

drowning flower moves toward water, not away from it. Its stem may be strong enough to stand in its 



own, but when its petals grow wet and heavy, they drag the flower back into the water and that causes 

it to die" (27). This drowning seems to mirror dreams being weighed down by disappointments, the 

disappointments in this case being that of Felicia, Mrs. Calhoun, and even Aurora, all female characters 

because jacarandra flowers are so delicate and pretty like females. But while Felicia is disappointed by 

her husband that left her for the cashier and the daughter who is so openly hostile toward her, Mrs. 

Calhoun is the one who succumbs to a literal drowning. Mrs. Calhoun seems very depressed, as the 

house is dark and quiet, and she's often dressed in her bath robe, as if she's unable to conjure the 

energy even to dress herself. Sometimes she can't even emerge from her room, a habit of manic 

depressives who can't stand having to be around people (33). She also seems very lonely since Mr. 

Calhoun is often out of the house, and she appears to drown her sorrows in alcohol, which is evident 

from the way she gulps down the wine when she and Felicia have their first lunch together, and the way 

that the toilets are often coated with blood and vomit, as if she's vomiting up everything that she drank 

or perhaps dealing with some type of eating disorder. In either case, it's not very healthy. Felicia is the 

first to fill this total loneliness, however awkward it is at first, and that may be why Mrs. Calhoun 

commits suicide on Felicia's last day there. What's interesting is that they both fulfill a need that each 

has, Felicia the need to master English and advocate for herself, and Mrs. Calhoun the need to be 

connected to someone. 

 

[Message #3   09:20:34 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Alan Ma: 

2)    Chapter 2: "The Blossoms of Los Feliz" - (a) What does the jacaranda tree symbolize? In what ways 

are any of the characters-Felicia, her daughter Aurora, the Mrs. Calhoun-- like the jacaranda tree? In 

what ways do any of the characters exist on the border, literally and figuratively? OR What is a major 

theme that is present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a quote 

according to MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

(a) I think the jacaranda tree symbolizes the strength of relationships. It was mentioned in the book 

that "Its stem may be strong enough to stand on its own, but when its petals grow wet and heavy, they 

drag the flower back into the water and that causes it to die"(P. 109) Think of Felicia and Aurora as the 

tree or petals of the jacaranda tree and there's obstacles that get in the way that acts as the weight of 

the water that drags the branches down, eventually killing it. Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun are in a similar 

situation as a jacaranda tree would be in when there's too much water, the water eventually weighs 

down the tree and kills it, just like their marriage or relationship. These characters exist on a border 

living in America as Mexicans. Felicia was an American born woman but she never learned English.  

(b) The title is called The Blossoms of Los Feliz. After reading the first paragraph, I imagined it would 

be about the relationships of Los Feliz which is a neighborhood in L.A. 

 



[Message #4   09:23:42 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Alex Leong: 

For chapter two they talked a lot about Jacaranda tree. This tree seems to symbolize a lot of things 

within the chapter. For instances the tree symbolizes the bond between Felicia and Aurora and how it is 

slumping, just like the tree when it is full bloom. Also symbolizes Felicia's job as a cleaner and how it was 

going great for her until she was fired by the law firm company. The tree also symbolizes the lost love 

between Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun. Apparently Mr. Calhoun is a homosexual who likes little boys and Mrs. 

Calhoun knows about it but does not want to bust him out for it just so they can end the marriage. So all 

these characters have something going on that is not doing so well, just like the jacaranda tree slumping 

down to the ground. All of three characters exist on some kind of the border. Mrs. Calhoun exist on the 

border of marriage or divorce because she has a homosexual husband that is in the marriage with her 

still but does not love her anymore. This title was very contradicting because the title was "The Blossoms 

of Los Feliz" which means the blossoms of the happy, but no one in chapter two was really happy. I 

would assume that the blossoms are the people that are growing spiritually, mentally, or physically, but 

none of them are really happy. So the title is contradicting with the people that is within the chapter. 

 

[Message #5   09:28:37 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

loraine caram: 

Chapter 1: "Bienvenidos"  

A)The insights I gained about Hector was that he is a born Mexican but was raised here in America. He 

longed to be an American and had adapted to the American culture. Growing up in a very poor 

environment, he struggled each day in order to survive.  Getting married at an early age, Hector knew 

that his ultimate purpose of marrying Felicia is for him to get his green card and become legalize here in 

America. As Hector faces some challenges in his life, he end up having an affair with another woman. As 

Brandon Skyhorse stated, "It makes my eyes water, a sour pungency that thrived in my first American 

apartment, where I decided to cheat on my wife and abandon my child" (9). Hector was only eighteen 

when he cheated on his wife. 

b) Being an undocumented alien in America, Hector finds his way to survive. He met people such as 

Tenant that would provide work for him. Even if the salary was not good, Hector maintained to be 

patience in order to survive and feed his family. As Skyhorse stated " I havd lived in that invisible space 

where people like me live, the place between darkness and blindness where you try to make a life and 

everything is paid for in cash and sweat (24).Survival was his priority but it has led him to a big trouble. 

He was bribed by his boss and ended up in deportation. 

C) The major incident in this chapter started when Hector was caught by the police and he started to tell 

the truth. In addition to witnessing a murder in his neighborhood.. 



 

[Message #6   09:28:45 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luna Mo: 

1) Chapter 1: "Bienvenidos" - (a) What insights do you gain about Hector, for instance from the 

choices he makes, from his status as an undocumented worker, and/or from his family relationships? In 

what ways does he exist on the border, literally and figuratively? OR What is a major theme that is 

present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a quote according to 

MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

(a)From chapter one "bienvenidos", I gain that hector felt he was so unwelcomed for being in this 

country. But he told the story ironically. He is an undocumented worker with age of forty plus years old. 

This makes him to be even more unwelcomed because those restaurant bosses like men fresh from the 

border-who doesn't know English, doesn't know the labor law, doesn't care how much they are paid. 

From "when I started as un trabajador, the bosses could tell I'd never done any outdoor work. And 

knowing English on top of that? I was lucky to last a day. They liked men fresh from the border, not a 

forty-plus-year-old man who'd worked most of his life in a restaurant but whose opportunities for a 

living wage had vanished, undercut by busboys pooled from the very men I now jostled alongside." (3-4) 

I gain that hector was in a hard situation that he knows the language but being undocumented and 

uneducated so he had to compete for those undemand jobs with those fresh from the border. (b) the 

title is Spanish(?) and I googled it for the translation figured it means welcome. At first I didn't know it 

means ironically, I thought it talks about some group of people who's being nice and helpful to those 

illegal workers. 

 

[Message #7   09:32:25 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Alan and company, in what ways is Felicia existing on a "border"? What is the border? 

 

[Message #8   09:33:12 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Alex and company, what is at the root of the mother/ daughter conflict? How would you characterize 

their relationship? 

 

[Message #9   09:34:49 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 



Karen Wong: 

All, what did you make of the relationship between the bosses and the workers? How do the bosses 

have power and the workers have little? 

 

[Message #10   09:35:43 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Good points, Luna, about how challenging it is for Hector to find work. What insights did you gain about 

his status in his old workplace, at "The Option"? 

 

[Message #11   09:36:12 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

loraine caram: 

I agree with you Luna. Hetcor didn't get the chance to choose the job that he wanted bec. he is illegal.  

As Brandon Skyhorse stated," You know that behind every american worker are a couple of mexicans 

doing his job? (19). This means that that mexicans are always "behind the scene"-always present 

everywhere bec. they would do anything in order to stay herein america-they are hard working. 

 

[Message #12   09:36:35 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Alex Leong: 

The root of the mother and daughter conflict seems to be that felicia does not want to take of her 

daugther like a true parent would. This is gives the a poor relationships towards one another. 

 

[Message #13   09:38:08 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Alan Ma: 

@Message 8 

I think the root of the mother/daughter conflict would be the lack of communication. It was mentioned 

in the book, "After the shooting, she stopped telling me anything, became a sour and sullen stranger in 

my home. She changed schools and talked to me even less..."(P 116) 

When there's a lack of communication, conflicts tend to rise. 

 



[Message #14   09:40:32 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

loraine caram: 

The bosses knew that the undocumented people needs a  job badly so they would manipulate them by 

controlling how much they would get or when are they needed and letting them work so hard. Thier was 

unequality and limited freedom for the undocumented Mexicans. 

 

[Message #15   09:42:05 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

In response to message #13, isn't it interesting that the mother/ daughter relationship suffers after 

Brando wouldn't dance with her for supposedly being a "Mexican." Do you think there may be more at 

work to cause conflicts between mother and daughter? 

 

[Message #16   09:42:57 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

loraine caram: 

I find this statement funny " We work independent of each other, careful not to move too fast or too 

slow because no matter what our level of speed or competency, the wage is the same at the end of the 

day" (8). This is a perfect example of how the American bosses manipulate the undocumented workers. 

 

[Message #17   09:44:29 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

great quote in message #16-- both Hector and Felicia point out the ways that they are exploited. All, do 

any come to mind? 

 

[Message #18   09:44:38 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Alex Leong: 

@message 15, I'm guessing that Brando not dancing with her because of her bring a Mexican really shut 

down her sefl-esteem. This caused a spiral effect in her life plus all the horrible things that are 

happening around her and with her are not making it better. 

 



[Message #19   09:44:57 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Alan Ma: 

@Karen - Message 9  

The bosses would pretty much fool workers as they are desperate to make any sort of money. In chapter 

2 there's a quote that says, "Then they tried to negotiate the stingiest hourly rate, or tossed out a flate 

fee that always seemed too good to be true, and was; at their houses, you were asked in a polite but 

inistent voice to do "just one more" messy, humiliating job (digging through moist, rotten garbage for a 

missing earring they "thought" might have fallen in, or fishing a tampon out of a clogged toilet) before 

you earned your day's freedom."(P. 113) 

 

[Message #20   09:46:25 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

bingo-- great quote, Alan, in message #19. 

 

[Message #21   09:47:06 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Interesting point in message #18 about Aurora's self esteem being challenged. All, so why do you 

suppose she takes it out on her mom? 

 

[Message #22   09:48:17 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luna Mo: 

I agree with you Loraine @message #14. And this is the challenge for hector to find work. He's 

undocumented, means being controlled by the bosses. But since he's not young and became less 

competitive. And also ironically that the fact he knows english is one of the reason for being less 

competitive as well. Bosses who hire illegal workers don't want them to know what is going within the 

company but just hard work and low pay. 

 

[Message #23   09:48:49 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Alex Leong: 



I'm guess she takes it out on her mom becaue she does not really have anyone to go talk things over 

with, so redirects her anger towards her mother since she sees her most. 
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[Message #1   04:38:27 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Write a response to one of the following three prompts, being sure to include in your response at least 

one supporting quote according to MLA format: 

 

1)    Chapter 1: “Bienvenidos” – (a) What insights do you gain about Hector, for instance from the 

choices he makes, from his status as an undocumented worker, and/or from his family relationships? In 

what ways does he exist on the border, literally and figuratively? OR What is a major theme that is 

present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a quote according to 

MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title?  

 

2)    Chapter 2: “The Blossoms of Los Feliz” – (a) What does the jacaranda tree symbolize? In what ways 

are any of the characters—Felicia, her daughter Aurora, the Mrs. Calhoun-- like the jacaranda tree? In 

what ways do any of the characters exist on the border, literally and figuratively? OR What is a major 

theme that is present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a quote 

according to MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

 

3)    Chapter 3: “Our Lady of the Lost Angels” – (a) What insights do you gain about Beatriz, who is 

Felicia’s mother? What did you make of the Virgin Mary apparitions and her inability to be warm? OR 

What is a major theme that is present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your 

response a quote according to MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

 

[Message #2   09:18:49 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

Hector is an undocumented worker who left his wife Felicia and daughter Aurora, consequently not 

having much of a relationship. After cheating on his wife he does have more of a conscious when it 

comes to lying. So, when he was asked by the police officer the story about the murder weapon he felt 

he had to tell the truth. Consequently, he was deported to Mexico. I believe that Hector exists on the 



border figuratively because he states, "Through the wire-mesh window screens, endless fly strips of 

houses, homes, and the skeletons of those yet to be built…built with the hands, and on the bones, of the 

old landlords, homes in such a starry multitude that I was confident there was one for me, and in that 

home there'd be enough space for my small life, and the hopes I'd bring back with me" (24). Hector 

describes the houses in LA as if he can already imagine himself moving back after the deportation 

process. He also describes it as "starry" like a dream and that his time spent deported would cultivate 

hopes for his life after. There is a major theme of doing right and wrong. Although, Hector did not have 

any documents that pertain to his residency or citizenship, he did choose to tell the truth after 

contemplating in his head what to respond to the officer. Additionally, I also find the title Bienvenidos to 

be very ironic because it is almost insinuating a reunion or "welcome back" to his home country because 

of the truth that he told. 

 

[Message #3   09:20:00 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

The jacaranda tree, like any tree, symbolizes being rooted to the earth or grounded. That's why Felicia 

aims to plant one in the middle of her house; with such strong roots, no bulldozer will be able to knock 

down their house (26). Yet also the jacaranda tree symbolizes how people can be dragged down under 

the weight of their own dreams. When she tried to nurse her jacaranda branch to sprout roots so that it 

would become a tree, it ends up drowning under the weight of its petals, "My abeulita…told me that a 

drowning flower moves toward water, not away from it. Its stem may be strong enough to stand in its 

own, but when its petals grow wet and heavy, they drag the flower back into the water and that causes 

it to die" (27). This drowning seems to mirror dreams being weighed down by disappointments, the 

disappointments in this case being that of Felicia, Mrs. Calhoun, and even Aurora, all female characters 

because jacarandra flowers are so delicate and pretty like females. But while Felicia is disappointed by 

her husband that left her for the cashier and the daughter who is so openly hostile toward her, Mrs. 

Calhoun is the one who succumbs to a literal drowning. Mrs. Calhoun seems very depressed, as the 

house is dark and quiet, and she's often dressed in her bath robe, as if she's unable to conjure the 

energy even to dress herself. Sometimes she can't even emerge from her room, a habit of manic 

depressives who can't stand having to be around people (33). She also seems very lonely since Mr. 

Calhoun is often out of the house, and she appears to drown her sorrows in alcohol, which is evident 

from the way she gulps down the wine when she and Felicia have their first lunch together, and the way 

that the toilets are often coated with blood and vomit, as if she's vomiting up everything that she drank 

or perhaps dealing with some type of eating disorder. In either case, it's not very healthy. Felicia is the 

first to fill this total loneliness, however awkward it is at first, and that may be why Mrs. Calhoun 

commits suicide on Felicia's last day there. What's interesting is that they both fulfill a need that each 

has, Felicia the need to master English and advocate for herself, and Mrs. Calhoun the need to be 

connected to someone. 

 



[Message #4   09:20:09 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

Beatriz is a lonely, cold hearted woman. She gave up her four year old daughter, Felicia, only because 

her husband didn't want a daughter. After her husband passed, her sisters and mother asked if they 

could live with her in her mansion. She declined, telling them she would not help them at all. When the 

church came and expressed their financial hardships and need of assistance from her, she refused and 

told them to figure it out on their own. When she saw the apparition of the Virgin Mary I think it was her 

conscious finally catching up with her. That evening she had a dream of wandering through a field of 

burning weeds wearing a coat made of rain, next she was searching for her long begotten daughter. A 

few days later there was a newspaper sitting at the bottom of her porch. The front of the paper was 

about a drive by shooting that killed an innocent little girl on the same day she saw the Virgin Mary. 

"The photo was blurry and printed on newsprint, but I could make out the two women in question. They 

appeared locked in a tussle that left a stranger awkward space between them".  "In between them, in 

that small space, was the Virgin Mary… staring at me with a benevolent expression of happiness and 

joy" (67). This was the shooting involving Beatriz's daughter and grand-daughter. The Virgin Mary led 

Beatriz to find her missing daughter and opened a door to allow her to reconnect with her missing child. 

The title "Our Lady of the Lost Angeles" refers to Beatriz and how she was missing/ invisible and she now 

found her angel, the Virgin Mary. 

 

[Message #5   09:20:22 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Caroline Livai: 

Chapter 1 

Hector is a character that has qualities that are relevant to most people currently in society. The 

undocumented fact of his citizenship yet he wants to become a member of a country to only better 

himself while chasing what every other immigrant is. THE AMERICAN DREAM.  His cards play that he is a 

dead beat father nonetheless a faithful husband. 

 

[Message #6   09:20:31 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Steven Luong: 

In chapter 2, the jacaranda trees symbolize dying dreams. It represents dying dreams because the 

flowers droop down and when they touch water they drown. At the end of the chapter, it says, 

"Beneath a raining jacaranda tree, the blossoms shuddered and fell" (146). The tree in real life is real 

beautiful but very fragile, and the quote before tells of the beautiful dream dying. In the beginning, 

Felicia talked about how she used to have dreams of the tree saving her. In a way, this could be she 



wanted her dreams to come true, but in the end it was just a dream. Her response was saying, "A silly 

girl thought so once" (89 for iBook). Perhaps Felicia thought it was a silly thought to believe dreams 

could come true. Mrs. Calhoun was like the jacaranda tree because her dreams died because Mr. 

Calhoun was gay. Her dreams of having a functional relationship with a happy family and love husband 

did not happen. A major theme in this chapter would be dying happiness and unfulfilled dreams. The 

title begins by calling itself "The Blossoms of Los Feliz" which is translated to "The Blossoms of The 

Happy." This title wasn't true because it was more about sadness. 

 

[Message #7   09:20:42 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Bin Qiu: 

 Hector was bought to the U.S as undocumented, and Hector used to have a happy family with 

her wife and baby daughter. Hector will get his green card someday in future because his wife was 

American citizen, but he dumps his family and gave up the opportunity to become citizen just for 

cheating with another woman. He lost everything he used to have by explaining, "I measure the land not 

by what I have but by what I have lost. Because the more you lose, the more American you can become. 

……Down the hill in Echo Park, I lost my wife- and the woman I left her for- when I ran out of the excuses 

and they ran out of forgiveness" (2). 

 

[Message #8   09:22:50 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

I like the quote that Bin choose to illistrate how Hector thinks about life and the meaning he gives to his. 

He doesn't look at what he has, but rather where he came from and what he has lost. It's funny to think 

that someone would measure there life on things they no longer have instead on what they now 

posses? 

 

[Message #9   09:23:48 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

@nicole I agree it almost insinuates that we can do better with less 

 

[Message #10   09:24:08 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 



or the things that matter most 

 

[Message #11   09:26:20 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

Additionally, Hectore insinuates that by becoming American comes with sacrifices. Especially for an 

undocumented worker and how that status can change family dynamics 

 

[Message #12   09:27:29 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

@Karina: I like the connection you made between the jacaranda tree of being rooted and not being able 

to be dragged down. It deffineltly represents Felicia's personality, never giving up and always fighting for 

what she belives is right.... Wow, I didn't even make that connection in regards to Mrs. Calhoun having a 

drinking problem and downing the glass of wine at their luncheon. As Karina said, both women felt 

lonely, however they both handle it in very different ways. 

 

[Message #13   09:27:51 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Steven Luong: 

I agree with what you said Karina. In a way, do you think it was kind of funny how when Hector lied he 

got in trouble and when he told the truth he also got into trouble? 

 

[Message #14   09:27:54 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Kevin Wu: 

Hector is a undocumented worker who lost his family. He shows how the American dream exist to 

anyone in the world. His experience also shows the American Dream is not always perfectly like the way 

they though it would turn out to be. Due to the fact that he is a undocumented citizen in the U.S., makes 

him different than all the legal immgrant. This chapter shows a different life of the people lives in the 

same country as us,and how great a different it could be. 

 

[Message #15   09:28:05 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 



Karen Wong: 

Karina and company, why do you suppose Hector grows tired of lying? (23) In what ways has he lied 

before? Consider his employment in The Option (and on a related note, the significance of the 

restaurant's name). 

 

[Message #16   09:29:24 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Good connection with the photo and the dream, Nicole, in comment #4. All, what did you make of these 

dreams and apparitions? 

 

[Message #17   09:30:00 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

What insights did you gain about the life of an undocumented person from chapter one? In what ways 

are they invisible? 

 

[Message #18   09:30:57 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Steven Luong: 

I believe undocumented people had to stay in they shadows. If they caught any attention there was 

chance of deportation. 

 

[Message #19   09:31:06 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Bin Qiu: 

undocumented people can only get the lowest salary and doesnt have any voice in the american society 

 

[Message #20   09:31:20 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Interesting quote in comment #7-- do you think the only way to achieve the American Dream is by losing 

something? How does that apply to any of the characters we've been introduced to so far? 



 

[Message #21   09:32:00 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

@#17: The life of an undocumented person is to live under the radar and not be seen. If they are caught, 

they risk the possibility of being deported and having to start all over again. 

 

[Message #22   09:33:08 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Steven Luong: 

@#20: I don't believe the only way to achieve the American Dream is by losing something. In many 

cases, trying to achieve the American Dream doesn't always end well so sometimes the sacrifice would 

be in vain. 

 

[Message #23   09:33:29 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Kevin Wu: 

Undocumented workers can't get decent pay job, they dont have any medical insurance. If they get sick, 

they can't afford to pay doctor. Undocumented workers personal information are not recorded in the 

U.S. government system. If they went missing or anything bad happen, no one will know about it. 

 

[Message #24   09:34:02 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

I think with being an undocumented worker living in the US, you have to be willing to sacrifice being that 

your life in the US is not promised because of not being a citizen 

 

[Message #25   09:34:39 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

@#20: I don't believe the only way to acheive the American Dream is by losing something. It all depends 

on how each person perceives their life choices they've made to see things in a negative or positive 

perspective. Although, sometimes when you loose somethings, you gain others that are even better 

than the ones you lost. 



 

[Message #26   09:35:23 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Kevin Wu: 

I agree that American Dream make you lose something. It slowly make you lose your tradition that you 

use to have in your old country. Sometime in order to fit in a group, you have to learn to adopt new 

tradition. 

 

[Message #27   09:35:24 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

Many of the bread winners in Mexico come to the US so that they can send money back to their families 

in Mexico. However, the chance of the family reuniting is slim to none 

 

[Message #28   09:36:13 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

The fathers=bread winners leaves their wife and children to get a better paying job to support their 

family in Mexico or another country 

 

[Message #29   09:37:39 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

@26: Good point Kevin. The point of an undocmented worker is to sort of "fit in" so they won't stick out 

like a sore thumb and in cases to do that, you have to loose your identity a little inorder to acheive the 

things you want. 

 

[Message #30   09:38:47 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

@Kevin Many Mexican Grandparents I know who were once undocumented workers living in the US 

with their family, who later on get their documentation still have not conformed to American Traditions. 

It is usually the children of that generation who conform to American traditions 

 



[Message #31   09:40:01 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Steven Luong: 

@Karina: Do you think the grandparents chose not to conform or they just can't? 

 

[Message #32   09:40:42 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Karina and company, why do you suppose Hector grows tired of lying? (23) In what ways has he lied 

before? Consider his employment in The Option (and on a related note, the significance of the 

restaurant's name). 

 

[Message #33   09:43:46 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

#15: Hector is tired of lying because he sees where lying has gotten him. Standing on the side of the 

road, hussling to get a low paying job, divorced and no relationship with his only daughter. His choices 

have lead him to suffer bad consequences so when he witnesses the death of his friend Diego and is 

given a bribe to dump the body and the weapon he finally chooses to do the right thing instead of 

letting it weigh heavy on his chest like all his other lies and deceitful decisions he has made. 

 

[Message #34   09:44:10 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

@Steven Well, some of the grandparents I know still know little to no english and the jobs and/or 

encounters in life that they have had they were able to get away with learning no english. Many 

grandparents hold strong to their roots because that's their whole identity 

 

I suppose Hector gets tired of lying because one lie leads to more lies. Especially, how it caused his 

family to give up on firgiving him. That's how you loose trust in people 

 

[Message #35   09:44:32 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 



Ooops, not #15 but #32 

 

[Message #36   09:45:13 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Steven Luong: 

I agree with Nicole & Karina. I believe Hector realized there weren't any long term benefits from lying. 

 

[Message #37   09:46:32 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karina Sandoval: 

@Nicole I think Hector choose to tell the truth too late in the game. Maybe if he wouldn't have broken 

the relationship with his family he may have not had to deal with getting deported back 

 

[Message #38   09:47:09 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

Can learning another tradition really cause one to loose their identity though? My in laws were born and 

raised in Mexico yet when they came to this country illegally they learned how to speak English. They 

don't feel that learning another cultures ways make them loose sight of their own. 

 

[Message #39   09:47:39 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Kevin Wu: 

I think Hector realize lying didnot get him anywhere in life before.May be he realize telling the truth 

might change his life. 

 

[Message #40   09:48:06 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Steven Luong: 

Maybe they fear learning another tradition will cause them to lose one of their only rememberance 

from home? 

 



[Message #41   09:48:16 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

@#37: True. But he was only left with the choices he can make for his future and unfortunately he chose 

the wrong time to start. 

 

[Message #42   09:49:27 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

nicole allen: 

Could you really loose rememberance of a place you call "home" though? Wouldn't that mean it meant 

something dear to you and you wouldn't want to lose it? 

Interchange Conference Transcript 
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[Message #1   04:38:37 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Write a response to one of the following three prompts, being sure to include in your response at least 

one supporting quote according to MLA format: 

 

1)    Chapter 1: “Bienvenidos” – (a) What insights do you gain about Hector, for instance from the 

choices he makes, from his status as an undocumented worker, and/or from his family relationships? In 

what ways does he exist on the border, literally and figuratively? OR What is a major theme that is 

present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a quote according to 

MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title?  

 

2)    Chapter 2: “The Blossoms of Los Feliz” – (a) What does the jacaranda tree symbolize? In what ways 

are any of the characters—Felicia, her daughter Aurora, the Mrs. Calhoun-- like the jacaranda tree? In 

what ways do any of the characters exist on the border, literally and figuratively? OR What is a major 

theme that is present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a quote 

according to MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

 

3)    Chapter 3: “Our Lady of the Lost Angels” – (a) What insights do you gain about Beatriz, who is 

Felicia’s mother? What did you make of the Virgin Mary apparitions and her inability to be warm? OR 



What is a major theme that is present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your 

response a quote according to MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

 

[Message #2   09:19:25 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Rennie Zhang: 

The jacardana tree symbolizes lost hope. The author writes "This is what women do, when they have an 

ocean of dreams but no water to put them in" (27). Felicia is like the jarcaranda tree because even 

though she was born in America, she still can't speak English therefore her dreams are limited. Her 

husband broke her heart when he cheated on her. She has a strained relationship with her daughter and 

even though she wishes they can share a strong bond, they are always at odds with each other. Felicia 

exists on the border because even though she is an American citizen, people still see her as Mexican. 

She is also on the border in terms of her relationship with her boss. She works under Mrs. Calhoun but 

she is invited to lunch so she is treated as an equal. Encouraged, she attempts to be friends with Mrs. 

Calhoun but she isn't very successful since Mrs. Calhoun is non-responsive when Felicia tries to talk to 

her. Even when they're in the same room, Felicia is on the outskirts of Mrs. Calhoun's space. She also 

felt like an intruder when Mrs. Calhoun left a note that said it was unnecessary to say "good morning." 

Mrs. Calhoun is also like the jarcaranda tree because she is trapped in a loveless marriage. She lives in a 

beautiful house yet she is unhappy. The title is ironic because "los feliz" means the happies but there is 

nothing happy about the chapter. 

 

[Message #3   09:19:32 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

alexander chan: 

In response to promt 1 

 

A) In the very first line of chapter 1, "we slipped into this country like thieves" p.1 shows that Hector is 

seemingly an apparition of the night; there is no record of him ever being born into this world. This 

serves both as figuratively and literally; yes, Hector illegally immigrated to America and therefor lives 

close to the border, but this also forces him to live on the edge of society, never to be truly known for 

who he is in fear of deportation. Being raised in America, Hector can not truly call Mexico his home 

either. He even goes as far as to say that Mexico "terrifies" him because of the complete unfamiliarity of 

the land. I think a major underlining of chapter one is that many illegal immigrants have no place to truly 

call home due to circumstance, living on the fringes of society. This highlighted when Hector replies "But 

where is home?" p.24 in response to the public defender promising his safe passage home. 



B) At first I needed to look up the meaning of the title. Bienvenidos seems to mean welcome in Spanish 

and if so is ironic, since most people are not welcoming and often even hostile towards illegal 

immigrants. 

 

[Message #4   09:20:05 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

 

 

Chapter 3: "Our Lady of the Lost Angels" - (a) What insights do you gain about Beatriz, who is Felicia's 

mother? What did you make of the Virgin Mary apparitions and her inability to be warm? OR What is a 

major theme that is present in this chapter, and how does it manifest itself? Include in your response a 

quote according to MLA format. (b) What did you make of the title? 

 

The insights that I gain about Beatriz are that Beatriz has a long history in Echo Park that stretches back 

to the Californios and It is not mentioned of Beatriz pursuing any type of forma 

l education. She uses insults such as "sniveling cur" and describes her uncle's screaming as "contralto 

shrieking," this type of language wouldn't be expected by Beatriz due to her age.  I believe that the 

Virgin Mary apparition can be a symbol of guilt for Beatriz, or it can also be a blessing that is about to 

come in her life. I believe the major theme of this chapter is Beatriz is starting to feel guilty for her past 

and that's why she sees the Virgin Mary. 

 

[Message #5   09:20:08 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

The jacaranda tree, like any tree, symbolizes being rooted to the earth or grounded. That's why Felicia 

aims to plant one in the middle of her house; with such strong roots, no bulldozer will be able to knock 

down their house (26). Yet also the jacaranda tree symbolizes how people can be dragged down under 

the weight of their own dreams. When she tried to nurse her jacaranda branch to sprout roots so that it 

would become a tree, it ends up drowning under the weight of its petals, "My abeulita…told me that a 

drowning flower moves toward water, not away from it. Its stem may be strong enough to stand in its 

own, but when its petals grow wet and heavy, they drag the flower back into the water and that causes 

it to die" (27). This drowning seems to mirror dreams being weighed down by disappointments, the 

disappointments in this case being that of Felicia, Mrs. Calhoun, and even Aurora, all female characters 

because jacarandra flowers are so delicate and pretty like females. But while Felicia is disappointed by 



her husband that left her for the cashier and the daughter who is so openly hostile toward her, Mrs. 

Calhoun is the one who succumbs to a literal drowning. Mrs. Calhoun seems very depressed, as the 

house is dark and quiet, and she's often dressed in her bath robe, as if she's unable to conjure the 

energy even to dress herself. Sometimes she can't even emerge from her room, a habit of manic 

depressives who can't stand having to be around people (33). She also seems very lonely since Mr. 

Calhoun is often out of the house, and she appears to drown her sorrows in alcohol, which is evident 

from the way she gulps down the wine when she and Felicia have their first lunch together, and the way 

that the toilets are often coated with blood and vomit, as if she's vomiting up everything that she drank 

or perhaps dealing with some type of eating disorder. In either case, it's not very healthy. Felicia is the 

first to fill this total loneliness, however awkward it is at first, and that may be why Mrs. Calhoun 

commits suicide on Felicia's last day there. What's interesting is that they both fulfill a need that each 

has, Felicia the need to master English and advocate for herself, and Mrs. Calhoun the need to be 

connected to someone. 

 

[Message #6   09:20:21 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Jorge Betancourt: 

Chapter 3. The insights I gained from Beatriz is that she is a cold hearted individual. She was almost 

raped by her father's younger brother, she was put in a convent where the nuns miss treated her, there 

is no wonder why she was cold hearted. The Virgin Mary appearing and speaking to her seemed to me 

to be a sign of her strong-willed faith. She mentions, "I am a pious woman and have lived a righteous 

life, never once strayed in my path of conviction. This is why God sent the Virgin Mary to me." (1221).  

I felt that her inability to be warm had to do with her feelings of feeling lost and confused, that's why 

she constantly kept buying coats. As a result, the title gave me the meaning of the Virgin Mary being the 

Lady of the Lost Souls. 

 

[Message #7   09:24:29 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

In what ways are Hector and Felicia "invisible"? I keep thinking of the scene in the restaurant in which 

these invisible people continually fill their water glasses and deliver their food, and yet they're never 

seen though they provide this service. 

 

[Message #8   09:25:34 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 



Luis and company, does Beatriz have a reason to feel guilty? And what do her perceptions and 

interactions with people reveal about her? 

 

[Message #9   09:25:58 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

alexander chan: 

Felicia must be heard but not seen while she cleans, so that she does not disturb the people in the 

office. 

 

[Message #10   09:27:24 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Rennie Zhang: 

They are "invisible" because they are subordinates. They wait on people but they are not acknowledged 

for their hard work and little pay. 

 

[Message #11   09:29:11 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Rennie Zhang: 

Beatriz abondoned her daughter and when she mentioned it in the chapter, she said it matter-of-factly 

that her husband didn't want a daughter and she didn't want to be a single parent. She sounds bitter. 

She feels like she doesn't need to be polite because she wasn't treated well when she was growing up. 

 

[Message #12   09:29:21 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

well i would imagin if shes old and she has a  simply a hallucination she must have something that she 

perhaps is hiding in her past. 

 

[Message #13   09:29:34 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

alexander chan: 

In response to Jorge, I think Beatriz made the apparition of the virgin Mary to lessen and help realize her 

own lonliness. 



 

[Message #14   09:29:57 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Lawrence Woo: 

Beatriz pretty much  gave up her daughter and treated her sisters pretty much like trash. Even though 

she is a "lobe"/fighter she has this selfish mindset. Instead of her buying coats all the time for being 

"cold" she could have supported her family and felt some kind of "warmness" 

 

[Message #15   09:30:32 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Sally Chen: 

"bienvenidos" is supposed to mean welcome, but through the experiences and the outcome of at the 

end of the chapter, nothing that happens in this chapter is at all welcoming. Hector is an illegal 

immigrant that married at age 18. All he had to do was stayed married to Felicia for two years to 

become a citizen. His decision in cheating on his wife shows he didn't really know where he was heading 

in life - especially since he was already married with children, and had to take on so many 

responsibilities at such a young age. And the fact that he was an illegal immigrant with very limited work 

options to choose from. He exists on the border of the American/ Mexican, English/Spanish relationship. 

Since he came to the U.S as an infant, he knows little about his Mexican culture and have been living in 

the shadow of the American view of Mexicans. His English is also better compared to the other illegal 

immigrants of Mexico, which in a ways separates him from his fellow co-workers that are also in the 

country illegally. 

 

[Message #16   09:30:46 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Jorge Betancourt: 

I feel she has a reason to feel guilty, mainly because she was cold hearted to her family when they asked 

her for help. She refused to assist them, leaving them to fend for themselves in what ever way they 

could. Her perceptions and interactions with people show that she has social issues. 

 

[Message #17   09:31:17 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

I am catholic but it doesnt nessi 

carily mean that if you see a haullocination of the virgin mary it is guilt it can ALSO be A BLESSING. 



 

[Message #18   09:32:31 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

but in the case of beatriz i also agree it is a guilt trip she is having 

 

[Message #19   09:33:39 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Rennie Zhang: 

Yea it might turn into a blessing if she ever reconciles with her daughter Felicia because that's what the 

Virgin Mary is trying to do. 

 

[Message #20   09:35:48 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

haha very true ^ good point 

 

[Message #21   09:36:27 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Jorge Betancourt: 

Hector's invisibility is influenced by him being an immigrant, and him not having a country to call his 

own. Felicia's invisibility comes from her working at the Calhouns residence, where Mrs. Calhoun is 

irresponsive to Felicia's presence. Also the relationship between her and her daughter is not great so im 

assuming she also feels invisible to her daughter. 

 

[Message #22   09:38:47 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Jorge Betancourt: 

I agree with you, Rennie, they are subordinates and they are treated without acknowledgement. Good 

point. 

 

[Message #23   09:39:20 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 



Karen Wong: 

I'm going to play the part of the devil's advocate: given that Beatriz was given up to the convent by her 

family because she defended herself from her lecherous uncle, why should she help her family? 

 

[Message #24   09:39:23 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

alexander chan: 

Mrs. Calhoun is responsive to Felicia, just not to great extent. 

 

[Message #25   09:39:49 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

What did you make of the interactions between Beatriz and the Virgin Mary? 

 

[Message #26   09:40:03 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

why not Ms.Wong, "blood runs thicker than water" right? 

 

[Message #27   09:43:27 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Keep going, Luis-- what connection are you making? 

 

[Message #28   09:43:59 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Rennie Zhang: 

Yea I agree with Luis because you should still help your family. Her mother was wrong for not stopping 

Archie from molesting her daughters but she was afraid of him. Under the circumstances, they probably 

had no choice but to give Beatriz up and Beatriz ended up marrying a man that treated her fairly well. 

 

[Message #29   09:44:19 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 



Sally Chen: 

Luis that is true, but maybe in Beatriz's shoes, she didnt want to help her family because her family like 

her grandmother who was also suppose to be her care giver knew about the rape and did nothing about 

it to help her. 

 

[Message #30   09:44:30 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Sally Chen: 

so she felt betrayed 

 

[Message #31   09:45:57 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

im saying that the things in the past shouldn't get in the way of a family. Although i do understand it is 

hard to get dumped into a convention by your own family, of course shes going to have remorse and 

keep a grudge but maybe her family did it for a reason right? 

 

[Message #32   09:47:45 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Sally Chen: 

now to think of it, yea there are almost always a reason behind actions 

 

[Message #33   09:47:57 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

well im mexican, and i admit my familys done some pretyty messed up things to me but in our culture 

family is one of the most beloved things that we have 

 

[Message #34   09:48:08 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Luis Rubalcaba: 

pretty* 



 

[Message #35   09:48:11 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Karen Wong: 

Could be, and yet there's also the view that Sally expressed... 

 

[Message #36   09:49:03 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Jorge Betancourt: 

She should have helped her family because no matter what, it's her family. If she has a strong 

relationship with God then she would know that God is love, and He forgives even the murderers who 

truely repent. 

 

[Message #37   09:50:31 PM, Monday, April 23, 2012] 

Lawrence Woo: 

This reminds me of what my dad told me when I was young. That all that is left that I can truely rely on 

are my brothers. Like i grew up being taught that through thick and thin family always comes first 

 


