
English 846/ Wong 
 

Essay #4: A Place to Stand   
 

Write about one of the following topics that is addressed in the memoir.  
 

1) In what ways is Jimmy silenced and why? Through what means does he begin to 
have a voice? 
 

2) Skip Downing proposes that the inner critic arises from the judgmental, critical 
adults we encounter when we are children (37). Do you agree or disagree with 
this theory in regards to Jimmy’s low self-esteem? If so, how so, and if not, what 
else may be contributing to his low self-esteem?  
 

3) As exemplified from Jimmy’s experiences and observations, how can racism and 
poverty impact a person’s sense of identity? What does it take to develop a 
positive sense of self-identity? 

 

4) Do you think that the criminal justice system is in need of improvement? How so 
or how not? Elaborate on the insights you gain from the memoir about the police, 
the courts, and/or the prisons. 

 
5) As exemplified from Jimmy’s experiences and observations, does prison offer the 

opportunity for those serving their time to rehabilitate themselves? How so or 
how not? 

 

6) As exemplified from Jimmy’s experiences and observations, is it best to ignore or 
confront one’s past traumas? 

 

7) Jimmy writes a poem called “23 April 1977” (208). Why does he recite it over and 
over again prior to knowing that he will soon be punished? How does the poem 
speak to his life experiences thus far?  

 

8) Was Jimmy dealt a bad hand, or did he make bad choices? Ultimately who is 
responsible for Jimmy’s struggles?  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
I will be taking into consideration these qualities: 
 

 Sophistication and insight, such as connections to College Success 
 A thesis that proposes an arguable assertion 
 Thorough development of the thesis 
 Minimum of five quotations that lend insight to your interpretation 
 Logical organization  
 Works cited page according to MLA format 
 Minimum three sentences that are joined by coordinators and/or subordinators 

and underlined 
 A snappy introduction 
 An original and creative title  
 Spelling, grammar, sentence variety, etc.  

  
DUE DATE:  Friday, May 17th , the beginning of class. On  Friday, May 10th, you will 
have the opportunity to get feedback on your working draft from your classmates. Bring 
three copies total of a 2.5 page minimum typed draft, double-spaced and 12-point font. 
Be prepared and on time for the workshop in order to receive full credit. If your draft 
does not fulfill the page requirements, it will be docked points accordingly. Workshop 
days are very important, and therefore they are worth up to 300 points total. 
 
PAGE LENGTH: 4-5 pages 

 
 


